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PRESIDENT’S WELCOME

HELLO QUT AND WELCOME TO 2015’s INSTALMENT OF QUT ACTIVITIES!
TURN YOUR BEDS INTO BUNKS BECAUSE WE’RE GOING TO NEED PLENTY
OF ROOM FOR ACTIVITIES IN 2015.
Welcome back to QUT for another epic year of fun,
parties, events and studies! For those of you joining
us for the first time this year, I extend to you an even
warmer welcome. Prepare yourself for an epic real
world experience like no other. My one piece of
advice for your time at university is this: you will only
get out what you put in.

Finally I’d very quickly like to acknowledge the
immense changes that my predecessors have made
at the Guild, for without them we wouldn’t have the
amazing atmosphere on campus where clubs thrive.
In fact, we wouldn’t have anywhere near as much
club funding. We wouldn’t have a world’s largest toga
party (ahem – looking at you UQ). We wouldn’t have
fresh fruit and vegetables at food bank. We wouldn’t
have two newly renovated bars. In summary, our
university would be far less EPIC.

What does that mean for you? It means diving head
first into our Guinness World Record breaking ‘World’s
Largest Toga Party’ hosted by your very own QUT
Guild! It means joining up to as many clubs as you
possibly can and finally it means checking out the
places around uni that you’ll likely only find the
seasoned veterans - Gardens Point at the Botanic
bar checking out the river views; at the Corner Store
grabbing fistfuls of lollies; at the Second Hand
Bookstore saving a fortune. If you’re at Kelvin Grove,
you’ll find the old hands at the newly renovated Grove
bar grabbing a sneaky bevvie between classes (and
not quite making it to the next!); at our offices in C
block chatting to us about how the Guild can save
their neck financially, legally and academically.

Good luck with your studies and if you find me around
campus come say G’day - I’m always up for a yarn. Get
keen. Be ready for an epic year.
Yours in beers, studies and an ever open office,
Jack McGuire
President, QUT Guild

If meeting people, networking and keeping fit
sounds like it might be up your alley, check out our
spectacular sport program that offers sports at almost
half the price of our competitors and for over double
the value.
Keep an eye out for the massive Southbank Beach
Party (on the sand!) and puppies / pancakes floating
around during exams.
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FROM THE UNIVERSE OFFICE
THANKS FOR PICKING UP THE FIRST EDITION OF 2015 UNIVERSE!
FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO DON’T KNOW OR ARE NEW TO QUT, UNIVERSE
IS THE QUT GUILD STUDENT MAGAZINE – A MAGAZINE BY YOU FOR YOU.
This year you’ll probably see a few familiar faces, namely
our editors - Meredith, Sam and Aenghas.

Otherwise, pop in and have a chat at our Guild stall
during O-Week or at our office at KG!

Meredith who is studying a Masters in Journalism and
Creative Writing loves to get out and see Brisbane’s
music scene. You’ll most likely find her at a gig, editing
articles at a desk or in a bar. Sam is a second year
Engineering student and dim sim extraordinaire. He
spends his time talking to a girl he likes called Fi. Aenghas
is a fourth year Laws and Justice undergrad who like a lot
of you loves Game of Thrones.

But in saying that, don’t hesitate to tell us what you
want. Is there something you want to see more of in the
magazine? Then don’t be shy. We’re always keen for a
yarn!
But before you read on in our first edition, there’s more!
To celebrate the first edition of Universe for 2015, we
are hosting a LAUNCH PARTY at the newly renovated
GROVE BAR on 13 MARCH at 5PM. Cheap dranks and
other freebies guaranteed – get around it!

Here at Universe we are always looking for student
contributions. Whether you’re keen to write or
design, simply have an idea or just want a chat, our
email universe@qutguild.com is the best means of
communication.

Get keen for an EPIC year of Universe!
Your editors,
Meredith, Sam & Aenghas

FROM YOUR 2015 UNIVERSE EDITORS

MeredithMcLean

Sam Jackson
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AenghasHopkinson-Pearson

SSAF? WTF?

$280 A YEAR AND THIS IS WHAT WE GET:

FIND OUT MORE & LIKE
FACEBOOK.COM/AXETHESSAF

MEET THE 2015 GUILD EXEC

SECRETARY

TREASURER

Hi I’m Will and I’m your 2015 Guild
Secretary. I look after the operations
side of the Guild, including our six
commercial services: The Botanic Bar,
The Grove Bar, The Corner Store, The
Kelvin Grove Newsagency, the 2nd Hand
Bookstore, and QUT Guild Academic
Gowns. Because of our cheap, student
friendly prices we’ve dramatically
increased turnover and are able to put
all proceeds to vital student services for
QUT Students. Over the past 3 years,
we’ve been able to increase advocacy
from 192 students represented a year

to over 1400 students, and broke the
GUINESS WORLD RECORD for the
WORLD’S LARGEST TOGA PARTY.
We’ve increased clubs from only 15
active on campus to over 110 active
clubs, founded QUT Sport, all whilst
bringing the Guild back from an
$800,000 deficit before an EPIC turn
around to achieve consecutive budget
surpluses. So good luck for an EPIC
2015, and GET KEEN for the World’s
Largest Toga Party!

I’m Tiana the Guild Treasurer. I’m in my
2nd year of my Bachelor of Business
Marketing and Chinese degree. I must
admit, university life has been the best
years of my life so far mainly due to the
friends I have made! My role ventures
beyond managing accounts to being
a point of contact. This may involve
directing students in what they want to
be a part of such as social sport, clubs,
societies, student advocacy and much
more. I understand the importance
of getting involved as this Treasury
opportunity wouldn’t have been
offered without joining the Dodgeball
social sport program! I’m the kinda’

girl you might see speaking Chinese
randomly or sleeping in the botanic
gardens during my breaks but I enjoy
assisting anyone that is willing to get
involved with uni life! If you manage
to see my puffy hair around Gardens
Point, I urge you to introduce yourself.
I absolutely love meeting new people
and learning about your journey. We
can grab a drink at our newly renovated
Grove Bar or Botanic Bar and get a bag
of lollies during the 10-11am happy hour.
I look forward to meeting a few new
faces during the epic year ahead!
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Will Taylor

Tiana Reimann

GUILD VICE PRESIDENTS

CAMPUS CULTURE

STUDENT RIGHTS

Alice Bartels & Phil Johnson

Austin Wenke & Jillian Schuller

Before we start, let us tell you one thing - TOGA Party is better
than a poke in the eye with a burnt stick. And far better than
a slap on the face with a wet fish. We’re Alice and Phil, your
EPIC tour guides to the campus culture life at uni. We don’t
spend too much time in class so feel free to visit us in the
office (Botanic Bar) where we’ll be sipping on some drinks at
election promised prices. We’re all about fun, which is why we
have planned the best damn year the Guild has ever seen. If
you’re not moshing with 8,000 people we’ll have you chilling
out at the Southbank Beach Party. Uni is all about getting
amongst the campus culture, so drop by and say ‘g’day’!
Campus Culture – get it in ya’.

We understand that Uni can sometimes be as stressful as
it is awesome – which is why we’re here to support and
represent you in all things academic! Keep a look out for
us at our exam support stalls – and prepare yourselves for
PUPPIES AND PANCAKES on campus. Got an assignment
you think was graded incorrectly? Need help withdrawing
from a unit? Appeals, deferment, advice, proposals – we’ve
got you covered anytime of the day with our 24/7 hotline,
just call 1800 WINGMAN. With academic support services,
and therapeutic puppy patting to ease those exam nerves –
there’s no reason not to get keen for 2015!

SPORT

GENDER & SEXUALITY

Deborah Knuth & Madison Philip

Lizzie Cramsie & Rory Broadbridge

Hi guys, Madi and Deb here. We hope you are all ready for an
EPIC year of sport! With the introduction of two new sports,
bubble soccer and beach cricket, it is shaping up to be a very
exciting year. Joining a sport is a fun way to meet new people,
especially if you are a first year student. Sport is also a great
way to blow off some much needed stress from hectic uni
workloads, or just a good excuse to procrastinate on starting
that assignment... that is due tomorrow! When we are not
being ridiculously good at sport, we can be found continuing
our degrees in a Bachelor of Nursing and a Bachelor of
Creative Industries. Get Keen for an EPIC year of sport!

Heya, this is Rory and Lizzie. We’re your Gender and Sexuality
representatives for 2015. Besides helping out with the vibrant
and happy culture here on QUT Campus we’re all about
keeping you safe too. But in saying that 2015 is a big year for
fun, study and change. Besides hearing out your queries
and concerns, we’re also bringing back the annual charity
event. Each year we select a new cause to help sponsor. Your
donation brings happiness to those who aren’t fortunate
enough to attend an exciting university like our own.You’ll see
us buzzing around so don’t be shy, say hello!
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EPIC VICTORY

THE ELECTION RECAP
James Bridge

Every year in Semester 2, QUT students
have the power to elect the most
competent student ticket to operate
the QUT Guild. This happens in the
Annual QUT Guild Elections (brought to
you by Oak Choccy Milk).
Voting is never mandatory, although
the QUT Guild take pride in continuing
to increase the voter turnout year after
year, with over 5200 students voting
in the 2014 elections and 5000 in the
year preceding. In the QUT Guild’s
most recent election students
overwhelmingly voted in favour of
EPIC. EPIC received over 62% of the
primary vote.
EPIC once again threw its gilded wings
into the arena to become QUT’s Next
Top Model the ticket elected to run the
QUT Guild in 2015. EPIC has now run
in several elections and it’s no surprise
that the track record of success is
appreciated by students each year.
Before EPIC, there were only 40 Clubs
and Societies, no QUT Sport, minimal
student advocacy, and annual deficits
of $800,000. After three strong
years, the EPIC team has brought the
Guinness World Record World’s
Largest Toga Party to Riverstage and
smashed capacity records (equalled
only by the Avicii concert at Riverstage).
We also affiliated over 110 active Clubs

and Societies and injected an extra
$100,000 of club funding to ensure
clubs are provided with the resources
they require to serve their members.
To top it off we also increased Student
Advocacy and representation to well
above 1400 students.
All of this has been accomplished by the
EPIC team whilst ensuring consecutive
budget surpluses, because no money
will ever be taken away from QUT
students under EPIC’s watch. With EPIC
the QUT Guild will never waste money
on irrelevant political grandstanding or
pushing personal agendas unlike others
in the past. EPIC understands that
university students come to university
to do two things, learn and party. Ok,
mostly party.
Stemming from the overwhelming
success of Australia’s best university bar
- the Botanic bar, EPIC has already hit
the ground running by refurbishing The
Grove bar to bring students a classier
bar with the same drink specials EPIC
has become well known for.
When times get tough and you have
four exams in three days and haven’t
studied because you’ve been too busy
chain-watching Game of Thrones, EPIC
will bring you exam relief in the form of
free pancakes and a puppy petting zoo.
Not worried about exams? Wearing a
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bed sheet and attending THE PARTY
that CREATED UNIVERSITY CULTURE
more up your alley? EPIC is bringing
back the largest TOGA PARTY in the
world to QUT’s Riverstage in February.
Even the poorly written jokes you’re
reading right now in the UNIVERSE
Magazine will continue to offend your
sensibilities, with an extra avenue of
publication, UNIVERSE Online, being
created to showcase journalistic work
of QUT Students.
Student elections light up social
media like Snoop Dog lights up before
a concert. The university campus
was graced by a dancing bear in 2011.
Whilst 2012 showed the ugly side with
a Stand Up campaigner assaulting
QUT Students; EPIC campaigners and
even Queensland Police before being
arrested.
When other tickets have failed, time and
time again, their tactic often changes
to a “me-too” campaign for the next
year. Where “We want to do everything
the other side does, but better!” is
commonly heard on campus. It’s
flattering to know that EPIC’s vision is so
popular that it has made footholds into
a more positive university culture.
And on that note, I will sign off and leave
you with a message for the New Year get ready to make it an EPIC year!

AXE the SSAF
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT
Dear Students,
This year, each and every one of you will be taxed a whopping
$286 for the compulsory Student Services and Amenities Fee
(SSAF). That’s equivalent to 560 packets of noodles, 1310 pens,
81.87L of beer.
SSAF is an attack on the fundamental freedom of association.
And what’s worse is that students don’t want the SSAF, let alone
can afford it.
Recent Galaxy polling found that 53 per cent of students want a
return to voluntary union fees, while only 21 per cent supported
sticking with the SSAF. Its clear students want the SSAF axed.
Over the past couple of years, we’ve seen your money being
wasted. $65,000 was spent on increasing the library online chat
times. $560,000 was spent on appointing 4 staff to a coordinate
a volunteer placement program. And $276,000 was spent on a
program delivering 94 student leadership workshops which were
attended by a total of 2689 students.
We believe this is an absolute joke.
You will decide what you do with your days on campus and
nobody will tell you what to do; you will decide for yourself. In
keeping with that principal, we oppose the SSAF.
The $280 felt better in my pocket.

Visit www.axethessaf.com or email info@axethessaf.com for more
information on how to get involved.

#GETKEENTOGA15
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#GETKEENTOGA15

TOGA15: HEAVEN ON EARTH
WHAT A TIME TO BE ALIVE!
A TITILLATING TIME.
A TERRIFIC TIME.
IT’S TOGA TIME!

students, because you know, you guys rock and we love
representing our own quties. But, we have also got your good
mates Will Sparks and the boys from New World Sound. $20
a ticket is the cheapest ticket you’ll get for a line-up like this.
Only the Medusas’ and Hades’ of QUT would turn down the
chance to party at QUT Guild’s Toga 2015.

Welcome to 2015, the year you experience QUT Guild’s Toga
Party – Heaven on Earth. This is not your average party. Much
like the Greek Gods who lord over the heaven above known as
Elysium you shall sip on the finest of wines (Read: Goon) and
the most succulent of foods (Read: Pizza). All before you don
your togas and head over to Mt Olympus (Read: Riverstage).

Ever had those awkward party moments where no one shows
and it’s just you, that guy you met in that tutorial that one time
and your younger sibling’s date reminding you of your single
status and impending loneliness?Well this will never be one of
those times.
This is the party that actually made it in the newspaper. This
is the party that made John Belushi’s line from Animal House
a respectable pop culture reference again. This party is THE
party that broke the World Record!

There in Elysium, a great battle has begun. Hades, the God of
the Underworld has used his ill-felt wrath to make 2015 boring
and exam-ridden. It will be a world of 8am lectures and“Team
Building” assignments that are a total god damn C-Word to
do; Compulsory. All those in the beautiful garden of QUT will
surely perish if we do not stop him. You need to grab a toga
and party hard. Only then will his powers weaken and the land
of QUT can be free again.

This is the night to get keen for. With the choice of a Pre-Party
to attend as well as a sweet line-up of music you’ll be served
up some epic sounds, epic drink deals and a whole lot of fun
once the sun goes down. So steal your Mum’s best bedsheet
and your sickest sandals (Read: Not Crocs) and get keen for
Toga 2015!

We have brought an angel or two down from Heaven to play
some beats for you too. Not only do we have our own local

11

INTERVIEW

OPTIMUS PRIME INTERVIEW

Everyone has a hero. No one goes to
university without secretly aspiring to
be like a legend they believe in simply
because people need heroes. That’s
why comic books, films, stories and
even festivals continue to come alive
and celebrate the cult(ure) of heroes.
One festival many of you may recognise
is Supanova: The annual celebration of
pop culture. Many of you probably even
attended the Brisbane or Gold Coast
venues.
One hero everyone will recognise
attended this event. Does the name
Optimus Prime ring a bell? I was lucky
enough to interview him during his
stay in Brisbane late last year. Optimus
Prime has been voiced by Peter
Cullen for three decades. He shared
his experiences of the past 30 years
as well as his own relationship with
Optimus Prime. His connection and
understanding of the character is heartwarming and intuitive to what is going
on in the world right now. Listening to
the human behind the Autobot was both
awesome to hear his voice, and uplifting
to hear his personal story.
M: For anyone who might be
catching up or hasn’t seen the film
give us a quick run down of the
synopsis for Transformers: Age of
Extinction.
P: Well let’s see. The bad guys and the
good guys… (laughs). So, really we have
government agencies that are trying
to sabotage[Earth] in many ways.

Mark Wahlberg plays a character that
discovers the old Generation 1 Optimus
Prime. But I don’t want to give away
too much. It is non-stop action and
adventure with the autobots. It’s to be
witnessed in blu-ray. I saw it in blu-ray
recently and I was just knocked out by it.
I also saw it in the theatre. But to see it
on blu-ray in your own home was a thrill.
It’s something I can see again.
M: Excellent. That’s what fans love
to hear. What’s it like being the same
character for 30 odd years?
P: It’s a thrill. I have to tell you when
the character was resurrected prior
to the first Michael Bay Paramount
feature it was maybe years since I’d
done the character. We did the feature
animation film back in 1986 with Orson
Welles. Of course, I was killed off in that
picture which created quite a storm
with children and parents. Though, I
was unaware of that at the time to tell
you the truth. I had no idea. So to come
back twenty odd years later and to slip
into those lines again; I described it
Meredith as finding an old pair of shoes
that you threw in the back of your closet
years and years ago. And you realise
how comfortable they still are and you
wonder why did I ever hide them? These
are the most comfortable shoes! And
that’s pretty much what it was like to
put on Optimus’s character again. It was
a very easy transition.
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M: If Optimus Prime were a human
how would you describe him to
people?
P: He’s a very noble, courageous,
trustworthy, loyal character with great
integrity; a toughness that allows him
gentility as well. There is a sense of
leadership about him. It’s pure. It’s not
a fabricated leadership, it comes from
his heart. His passion comes from his
heart and his strength comes from his
heart. He’s modeled after a real person
in my life: my brother Larry, a former
marine who was in combat and saw a lot
of action. He received a bronze star and
purple hearts. I modeled the character
after him.
M: Optimus Prime commands a lot
of respect. I suppose you have a lot
of respect for your brother as well?
P: Yes, I did. Larry passed away coming
up three years now very suddenly. But
his memory and certainly his friends’
share the same feelings like I do. I was
just fortunate enough to be his brother
and grow up with him. We were 13
months apart so we did everything
together. In late high school and in
college days we drifted apart.
M: As you do.
P: Yes, that’s normal for brothers at that
stage of their lives. But we were back
together again after a brief absence.

M: You bring children a lot of
joy. I just remember, speaking of
brothers, watching the old TV series
and the films with my brothers. Do
you think Transformers means as
much to kids today as it did mean
something to children back then?

from back in the T1 days, I meet so many
of them, and it’s really a wonderful
experience being able to shake their
hand and talk with them. And really
becoming aware just how important
Optimus Prime was in their lives is a real
honour.

P: Well Meredith, I judge it not so much
by the feature films. But, I judge it by the
recent television series that came out of
the former network of Hasbro Toys. The
first series was called Transformers:
Prime. Now it’s called Transformers:
Robots In Disguise, and there’s even a
series for younger kids called Rescue
Bots. There’s definitely an outlet there
for children to get attached to the
autobots as they did in the early 80s.

M: I just want to point out the
Transformers movie from 1986
was set in a futuristic world where
people occupy space in 2005. But
2005 was nearly ten years ago now.

M: What was the response you got
from people when you announced
you were coming to Supanova?
P: A very warm sense. We haven’t
done Brisbane yet but Adelaide was
a wonderful experience. I’m lead to
believe Brisbane will four times the size
of Adelaide. But personally I never had
been to Australia before but now I’ve
discovered there’s a whole new country
that surprisingly reminds me of places
I’ve been in my life. Yesterday we were
going through a hailstorm and I’ve never
seen hail that size. It was like the size
of an American baseball coming at me
out of the sky. The sound bouncing off
these metal roofs outside our hotel was
incredible. It’s a very interesting arrival
for my first time in this wonderful
country. The people, I just opened my
heart to them and once anyone does
that you really feel the kindness of
the Australian people. It’s just a great
experience.
M: Did you imagine back in 1986 that
you’d be here now?
P: No (Laughs). No I didn’t. As a matter
of fact when I was killed off and I realised
I was no longer on the transformers
show I was very disappointed. I not
only had to stomach the fact I was
killed, I didn’t understand why and I
thought how I was going to make my car
payments and mortgage payments!? I
had no idea it would resurrect so many
years later in a feature film. The fans

P: Yeah, (laughs) you would think
maybe that they’d set it for 2045. To
go into the future from 1985 to 2005
is not very much an imaginative jump I
would think. But who knows the way toy
companies think.
M: The two worlds are very
different. The one in the film and
even the world of today, we’re still
not occupying space just yet. Do you
think a world that Transformers has
mentioned is possible?
P: That’s a very heavy, loaded question
Meredith. (Laughs) I certainly think the
advances of science and technology are
capable of anything and in the future
it would be silly of me or anyone to
suggest we’re going to stay the same. I
have always been inspired by the efforts
of NASA and the scientists around the
world who are coming up so quickly
with new discoveries. Coming back to
the black holes etc, even the idea of
time. And now these telescopes we’re
sending up to space will perhaps open
up new avenues of intelligence no
human being could ever have imagined.
I think we’re on the brink of that, so it’s a
very exciting time. Transformers, when
we talk about the planet Cybertron, it
may not be so farfetched that there are
planets like that, that may exist. But who
knows, we’re going to find out won’t we?
M: Yeah, I can’t wait. What do you
hope to impart with fans while
attending Supanova?
P: Well I certainly enjoy the opportunity
to shake hands and be with people.
It means a lot to me and the fact that
it means a lot to them is special, it’s a
special bond. Optimus Prime is not your
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run of the mill character and to be able
to be with people who feel that way is
truly wonderful. And I look forward to it.
M: The Michael Bay series of
Transformer films has had highs
and lows of popularity. How do you
think this instalment has faired with
audiences?
P: Difficult question because it was such
a giant leap from the original Autobot
inception to the main screen of cinema.
Everything is on a grand proportion so
beyond animation from television. It’s
shocking in some ways to a lot of fans
that were disappointed in going so far.
For a lot of them, when they understand
the characters have not changed, they
remain the same but its just a different
style. It’s like Autobots. Autobots,
they stay the same. They change their
designs every year but the name and
the car remains the same. I think that’s
generally true too when coming to
terms with accepting the Autobots in
their ability to change. Hopefully that’s
the case and for all the generation one
fans I’d say hang in because change is
the future.
M: So what does the future have in
store then for Optimus Prime?
P: Well as long as I am breathing, kicking
and able to talk and I don’t sound like a
90 year old man; I’ve still got it into me
to kick out ten more features if they
want and two more series of television.
As long as I remain popular, as long as
people want Optimus Prime, it’s going
to be a privilege to keep it up.
M: Well it’s been excellent talking to
you, Peter.
P: Thank you, Meredith. You too.
Head to www.universemag.com.au
and listen to a snippet of the interview
online. All I can say is never forget your
heroes, because you might end up
chatting to them on the phone one day.
This article was originally written for
and published on theaureview.com

SOPHIE’S SOCIAL LIFE SURVIVAL GUIDE
Sophie Winter

AS HELEN KELLER ONCE SAID “LIFE IS EITHER A DARING ADVENTURE OR NOTHING AT ALL”.

When you think back over last year, do you struggle to
remember doing much aside from studying or working
(and by studying, I mean consuming large amounts of cheap
alcohol and putting off study until tomorrow?)

MARCH
The Cycle of Giving
1 March
Fancy yourself a bit of a cyclist? Why not raise awareness for organ
donations and help to save lives while you’re at it.

Brisbane offers an abundance of events and festivities all year
round, suitable for all ages and interests. And not all of them
cost a bazillion dollars to attend (although a lot of these you
will need to do some sort of saving for, soz).

Brisbane Snow Show
14 – 15 March
Keen to go on a ski holiday sometime this year? Chat to leading
Australian and NZ ski resorts, hotel partners, airlines and retailers at
the Royal International Convention Centre about where and when
to go.

Here’s a guide of some events going down in Brisbane. It’s not
the only things to do in Brisbane but at least these will get the
ball rolling…

Brisbane’s Irish Festival
6 – 17 March
Celebrate St Patrick’s Day the Irish way (aka drink until you pass
out).

FEBRUARY
Toga Toga Toga!
26 February
Kick off O Week with QUT’s Annual Toga Party @ Riverstage.

‘Bollywood’ QUT Ball
28 March
Grab your partners, friends & friend’s partners and prepare for a
hectic night of ballin’.

Valentines Busk – World Record Attempt
14 February
Help spread love to those in need this Valentines Day by heading to
the Cultural Centre in South Bank and being entertained by an array
of talented performers who will be attempting to break the World
Record for largest busk.

APRIL
Walking With Dinosaurs @ Brisbane Entertainment Centre 1 – 5
April
Tickets might a bit pricey but come on; it’s dinosaurs we’re talking
about.

Chinese New Year
20– 22 February
With hot air balloon rides over Brisbane and various festivities
in Fortitude Valley’s Chinatown Mall, the Chinese New Year is
definitely not a time to stay at home.

Wicked @ QPAC ends
19 April
It’s the most awarded new musical and Broadway’s number one
show. No doubt tickets will be selling fast.

The Bucket List Expo
21 – 22 February
Australia’s first ever ‘Bucket List Expo’ is coming to Brisbane. Thrill
seekers and adventurers wanted!

Bluesfest Brisbane Sideshows
(dates TBA)
If you’re not quite wealthy enough to travel to Byron for Bluesfest
but have major FOMO, don’t stress - there will be plenty of
sideshows right here in Brisbane for you to enjoy.

ICC Cricket World Cup in Brisbane
21 February – 1st March
Because everybody loves watching cricket… Right?
Moonlight Cinemas ends
22 February
Grab a date and head to New Farm Park for some ultimate romantic
times. Or if you’re single like me, sneak in late and sit at the back… Or
take your dog.

MAY
Mothers Day Classic
10 May
Take your momma out all day – to the Mothers Day Classic! Run or
walk through the South Bank Parklands to raise money for breast
cancer research.

MindBodySpirit Festival
27 February – 1 March
Learn how to conquer stress and find balance in your life (this will
come in handy once exam time hits).

Paniyiri Greek Festival
23 – 24 May
Two words – Greek. Food.

Brisbane Comedy Festival
24 February – 22 March
Head to the Brisbane Powerhouse between these dates for a good
ol’ dose of laughter.

Brisbane Kokoda Challenge
31st May
Battle through some of Brisbane’s toughest terrain.
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KNOW YOUR CAMPUS LINGO

IF YOU’RE NEW TO
QUT THERE’S A
FEW PHRASES AND
TERMINOLOGY YOU
MIGHT BE UNFAMILIAR
WITH.
Starting university is an exciting time,
and also a little daunting if you’re unsure
what to do or where to go. To help you
out here’s a few slang terms you’ll start
to hear a lot of. Learn them, use them
and above all else you first years just
gotta’ fake it til’ you make it.
KG and GP
These are two acronyms you should
already know and see a lot. Kelvin Grove
is the Northside campus, and Gardens
point is the city campus. Prepare for the
friendly rivalry that comes with being
loyal to your campus, and sympathetic
to those who have classes back to back
on both.
GYG
A staple meal of a QUT kid. The burritos
found at Guzman and Gomez at Gardens
Point is worth the line up. Sometimes,
they’ll do a day of free burritos as well.
So keep an eye on the Facebooks and
prepare yourself.

Fresher Spread
This one goes hand in hand with the
delicious snacks on offer at QUT. Be
wary of what you eat. Many first years
might be leaving home for the first time.
So without Mum to give you your 2 Fruit
and 5 Veg, you may start to notice the
pounds packing on. We all go through
this stage or “growing pains”. Just
remember to feed yourself properly so
you don’t burn out and spread out too
much.
Death Hill
This is a KG specific landmark; the hill
from Musk Avenue up to the main
campus. If you’re not sweating and
crying for your mummy by the time you
reach the top clearly you got shredded
for stereo.
Kidney Lawn
This one you’ll hear a lot of as a Gardens
Point campus student. Need a break?
This peaceful, grassy spot is the go to
for a sneaky nanna nap or a chat with
m8s.
M9
Speaking of mates, or m8s. The
evolution of lingo and pop culture is a
fascinating ride. Got a m8 and you want
them to know how much you care. Give
them a little something extra and step
it up to m9. They’ll realise you’re a bro,
and you really value their mateship,
which is even stronger than friendship
in this country. They might even shout
you a drink at the bar too for showing
how much you care.
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The Guildy/ The Grove/ Botanic
Which brings us to one of the places
on campus you will spend most of
your class contact hours – the bar.
Colloquially known as the Guildy, or
specifically The Grove at Kelvin Grove
and the Botanic Bar at Gardens Point.
Great deals, great times and a lot of
avoiding lectures are to be had at these
fine establishments.
Get Keen
This is a key phrase found in the QUT
student’s vernacular. Generally said
passionately before a QUT event,
sarcastically before a brutal exam or
just in the morning before you start
your day. This mantra will get you
through the semester to the moment of
graduation and beyond.
QUTies
This one is a great one because this is
about you guys! The cutest, coolest kids
in Brisbane are the quties (pronounced
cuties) who go to QUT. We’re all fab,
we’re all rad and we’re all here to make
our university years some of the best.
The Guild
Last but not least, you’ll see a lot of
things happening with the QUT Guild.
We are a group of students voted in by
you guys to help you along your merry
way. Whether it is social events, sports
or a query about your rights as a student
we are your wingman here to help. If you
want to say hello come to our reception
or shoot us an email, otherwise we’ll see
you at the bar!

NEVER FORGOTTEN IN OUR
FIGHT FOR FREEDOM
Ellie Grounds

AS AUSTRALIANS ALL
ACROSS THE NATION
PREPARED FOR BED
ON THE EVENING OF
MONDAY 15 DECEMBER,
IT WAS NOT THOUGHTS
OF THE UPCOMING
CHRISTMAS BREAK AND
PLANS FOR SUMMER
HOLIDAYS THAT
CONSUMED OUR MINDS.
Instead, as we let our heads hit the
pillow, we hoped beyond anything that
the morning would bring good news for
the 18 hostages who were spending the
night in the Lindt café in Martin Place,
Sydney,accompaniedbyalonegunman.
Around 8.30 am on Monday 15
December, as Martin Place was bustling
with commuters on their way to work
and office workers grabbing their
morning coffees, Man Haron Monis
entered the Lindt Chocolate café.
With the doors to the café locked, a
demanding and controlling Monis took
charge. Hostages were forced to hold
up a black flag bearing white Arabic
writing in the window of the café. Monis
demanded to speak to Prime Minister
Tony Abbott live on radio, requesting
that an Islamic State flag be delivered to
the café. He declared that four hidden
devices were located around Sydney.
The CBD entered lock down.

As the day wore on, the entire nation
came to a standstill, watching on and
waiting with baited breath, hoping
for a swift, safe end to the siege. The
afternoon brought slight rays of hope,
with three hostages escaping, shortly
followed by two more; young Lindt
employees who flung themselves into
the arms of waiting police officers with
looks of terror on their faces. We hoped
the night would bring more escapes. But
while most were consumed with anxiety
and hope, the fear of an unknown
situation brought out a darker side of
some Australians, who began to vilify
the Muslim community as a whole. But
with a small act of kindness, a social
media uproar urging peace, acceptance
and above all, unity ignited.
Sydneysider Rachael Jacobs took to
Facebook to recount how she observed
a Muslim woman taking off her
headscarf in embarrassment at a train
station, then ran after her and said, “Put
it back on. I’ll walk with you.”
Not long after, Twitter user @sirtessa
tweeted:
“If you reg take the #373 bus b/w
Coogee/MartinPl, wear religious
attire, & don’t feel safe alone: I’ll ride
with you. @ me for schedule.”
“Maybe start a hashtag? What’s in
#illridewithyou?”
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It had a domino effect like no other.
People across Australia and the
world took to social media to show
their support of solidarity and their
condemnation of bigotry, with the
hashtag amassing over 117,000 tweets
on December 15 alone. It seemed that
together we had counteracted one evil,
and so it was with our hearts filled with
hope that we could escape another evil.
That night people all around the nation
and beyond went to sleep, wishing that
the morning would bring good news.
Headline news onTuesday 16 December
unfortunately told a different story:
at around 2 am, after a 16-hour siege,
police stormed the café after hearing
a gun shot which fatally wounded
34-year-old café manager Tori Johnson.
In a storm of flashbang grenades and
gun fire, two more died: 38-year-old
barrister and mother of three Katrina
Dawson, and Man Haron Monis himself.
As the sun dawned on Martin Place the
next morning, a bouquet of flowers lay
outside the Lindt café. It soon became
hundreds, then thousands, until the
stark location of such a tragic, dark
day was completely engulfed in colour.
Unlike #illridewithyou, no social media
campaign sparked this trend. No
organisation or communication among
Sydneysiders was involved. Instead, just
a unified desire to express sorrow for
the lives lost, hope for the future and,
as one Facebook user wrote, a wish to
show that “just like those bouquets
we are all different but together make
something beautiful.”

THE ART OF THE SELFIE
We’re all human. And sometimes we have
the urge. You do it. We do it. Kim Kardashian
certainly does it with her hubby Yeezus. She
even released a whole book about doing it. Get
your mind out of the gutter. I’m talking about
taking selfies.

Next time you see someone posing with a stick
feel free to use one of these snide names for the
invention, and see how people feel then. Some
would advise you also then take the selfie stick
and snap it in half. But, no one is advocating
violence here, just a general ban on all things
encouraging our already facetious and arrogant
cyber society.

But there is some discontent in the selfie
community with the rise of the Selfie Stick.
Did you get one for Christmas? If so, turn the
page now. There are arguments in the most
prestigious and scholarly communities (READ:
the Interwebs) that the stick defeats the
purpose and goes against all religious codes of
taking a selfie.

Other names for the selfie stick include: Trash
Picker, Third Leg, Shaft, Boasting Bat, Staff of
Stupidity, Joystick, Johnson, Conceited Cudgel,
One Eyed Monster, Moron’s Mast, Stupid’s Stave
and our favourite Wand of Narcissism.

NEW YEAR, NEW ME, NEW BAR
The Grove

Welcome to 2015. Many of you may have made
New Year’s Resolutions to get active, study
harder, go for that job you want or maybe eat an
entire pizza in under 5 minutes.

The Grove Bar looks a little different at the
moment. The beloved hangout of QUT’s Kelvin
Grove Campus is getting a whole new fit out,
new drinks menu and maybe just a touch of class
for all you fabulous QUTies out there.

All of which are valid resolutions. But the QUT
Guild didn’t make any New Year’s Resolutions Come see the grand reveal this semester, and
this time. Instead, QUT is going to give you all a get keen for a brand new year of fun.
brand spanking new bar!
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I LEFT MY HEART IN SF
AlexGhiculescu

LATE LAST YEAR I WAS LUCKY ENOUGH TO BE INVOLVED IN
STARTUP CATALYST, A MISSION FOR TECHNOLOGICALLY-MINDED
STUDENTS AND RECENT GRADUATES TO VISIT SAN FRANCISCO
AND SILICON VALLEY.

The purpose of the trip was to get a
better idea of the scene in what many
people call Startup Mecca or the
Hollywood of the technology space, if
you want to be more politically correct.
For me, an additional goal of the trip
was to learn to spell Francisco correctly.
On both counts, it was a great success!
The first component of the trip involved
visiting the offices of several tech giants
based out of the Valley. That is to say,
we were spoiled for choice! First off the
ranks was 99Designs, an Australian born
company with an office dog. I missed
most of this visit so that’s all I remember
from it. Check out 99Designs. They’re
cool.). Twitter was next - they occupy
several stories of a beautiful building in
downtown San Francisco. Inside they
have a cafeteria bigger than Z411, log
cabin meeting rooms, and more Apple
computers than you’ve ever seen unless
you ever actually got to use the Mac lab
at Gardens Point.
A few days later we visited Apple. Or
rather, we got to look at Apple’s campus
from afar because nobody actually gets
into Apple. It was a bit surreal driving
into Cupertino (population 60,000 )
and seeing Apple building after Apple
building for at least a kilometre. It felt
a bit like a rural Australian mining town
where everyone works for the same
company, except here they all just work
for the world’s most valuable company
instead.
That same day we checked out
Facebook, whose campus was
absolutely amazing. The phrase “kid
in a candy store” was thrown around a
lot, not least because they had actual,

free (for staff ) candy stores. Facebook
have worked really hard to make
their campus a breathtaking place to
work as an engineer, and everyone
we talked to there (including several
recruiters) seemed to love it. They’re
also huge on history, as many people
in the Valley seem to be. Their campus
used to belong to Sun Microsystems
back when they were a significant
company. There’s still plenty of Sun
logos and memorabilia sitting around
and collecting dust, as a way of always
reminding Facebookers that they too
could become irrelevant if they don’t
keep innovating. It’s inspiring, in a
harrowing sort of way.
The last big campus we saw was that of
Google, which is absolutely entrenched
in Valley history. Its neighbours include
the building where Adobe started, and
where the Firefox web browser was
written. Google itself is pretty cool.
Similar to Apple, it tends to dominate
its neighbouring city of Mountain View
(population 70,000), to the extent that
you see people on colourful Google
bikes constantly riding around the city’s
streets as they move between various
office blocks.
It wasn’t all huge campuses. Visits
to notorious companies were mixed
with visits to coworking spaces
(StartupHouse, Runway, AWS
Loft), accelerators (Boost, Draper
University), and incubators (Plug n
Play, 500 Startups). We also went for
a trek through Muir Woods, famous
for a scene from Star Wars Episode 5
filmed there. Over the weekend, we
competed in a Startup Weekend against
programmers from all over the world.
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We made an app that reads you recipes,
and came third! It’s called Yes Chef,
and if you have an Android phone you
should definitely get it.
But the absolute highlight for me was a
visit to Singularity University (the word
“university” gets bandied around very
loosely in the USA) which focuses on
“exponential technology” research.
Exponential technology is a nice way of
saying “crazy shit that might happen in
the future if we can guide technology
the right way”. Singularity U is based
out of the NASA Ames Research
Centre, right next to an enormous
hangar where they build rockets (which
also has its own Twitter account @
moffetthangar1). You’re constantly
reminded of this, because as you walk
around the small campus you walk past
half of a decommissioned rocket sitting
between a McDonalds and a bowling
alley.
The other highlight of the trip was
when one of the group members (who
shall not be named) walked past Mark
Zuckerberg and didn’t tell anyone. I’m
still bitter about that. All in all, it was a
fantastic trip and I would very strongly
encourage anyone studying a technical
degree to apply next year!
Check out http://www.startupcatalyst.
com.au for lots more details.
Alex Ghiculescu is a QUT IT graduate
and co-founder of Tanda. He has written
previous articles for Universe including
“I’m an entrepreneur - Full Time
Wanker” and “My mum doesn’t pack my
lunch anymore”.

MAKE THE TIME TO TAKE THE TIME
EdwinaSeselja

IT MAY NOT HAVE
BEEN IN ANY
TEXTBOOK OR
LECTURE SLIDE BUT
THE LAST YEAR OF
UNI HAS TAUGHT ME A
VITAL LIFE LESSON.
You know the drill. The university year
starts and you make a pledge to stay
organised and on top of things. You
head to Typo and spend your hardearned dollars on over priced but
adorable stationary. You print off all
your course outlines. You map out your
assessment in your diary. You maybe
even colour code it if you are so inclined.
This is it. You are motivated and ready
for anything. But this all changes in the
weeks to follow.
Suddenly your note taking becomes
ever slightly less diligent. You begin to
opt for watching lectures online instead
of making the trek to class, and by the
time the semester gets into full swing
you are already exhausted.
While it might be common knowledge
to most, the realisation that there is no
stopping in life has only just hit home
for me. After completing the semester
and my second year I learnt far more
than I can recall. However, perhaps the
most critical lesson I took away was the
importance of rest.
University can become an allconsuming monster. It takes over your
thoughts, time and eats away at the
hours you once reserved for friends and
sleep. There is always something you
should be doing and always something
you’re worried you haven’t done.
When you cast your mind to everything
you have to do, everything you should

be doing and all those things you want
to achieve, the road ahead can look a
little daunting.
Somewhere in between working and
studying there are all those other things
one should be achieving in life. Saving,
travelling, socialising (and being sure
to plaster it all over social media),
navigating young love, volunteering,
exercising,learningalanguage,avoiding
gluten, calling your mother, ensuring
you get your two fruit and five veg,
flossing and then finding eight hours to
sleep each night.
When is there time to rest? There isn’t
and there never will be, unless you
prioritise it. If you want to avoid burning
out, making the time to rest is essential.
Whether it is meeting a friend for
breakfast, zoning out at the gym,
allowing yourself to watch a few
episodes of Breaking Bad or simply
having an afternoon nap, it is important
to incorporate these rewards into your
daily routine.
Rebecca Gladding M. D is a psychiatrist
at UCLA who suggests meditating for
15 - 20 minutes each day. In an article
on Psychology Today, Dr Gladding
explained that meditation strengthens
the lateral prefrontal cortex of your
brain. This is the part of our brain
that allows us to process information
rationally. By doing so, this weakens the
part of your brain where we process and
focus on information related to anxiety.
Basically, where all the stress outs and
mental breakdowns take place. This
means by dedicating just a quarter of
an hour each day to mindfulness, you’ll
be able to approach tasks with a calm
and and practical outlook without being
overcome by the stress.
It might sound like just another thing to
add to your To-Do List but prioritising
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your version of mindfulness is
important part of the juggling act that
is adult life. For myself, I have taken
to waking up a little earlier to sit and
savour my morning curds and whey.
While I might not be sitting crossed
legged with my eyes closed listening to
the soothing sounds of the rainforest,
this time gives me the chance to think
about the day ahead. Then, with a full
stomach and a plan of attack, I can get
on with it.
However, every once in a while you
have to set aside more than 20 minutes
and give yourself a good day of rest. I
have recently started to award myself
with what I call Mental Health Days.
For myself, this means remaining in my
bed with some non-curriculum related
material, only emerging to feed myself.
I figure as long as it does not become a
continued pastime and I make the effort
to shower, I should be all right.
This message should be taken just like
those proclaiming the health benefits
of dark chocolate and red wine; always
in moderation. It’s recommended that
meditation and rest be undertaken as
a part of a healthy lifestyle of working
hard, staying organised and giving your
all.
Warning: Over-meditation may result
in unplanned naps, drool stains and
unproductive behaviour.

THE FREELANCE HUSTLE
AndrewMcMillen

THE FIRST THING YOU
NEED TO UNDERSTAND
ABOUT WORKING
AS A JOURNALIST
IS THAT IT MEANS
HAVING HOMEWORK
ASSIGNMENTS DUE
FOR THE REST OF
YOUR LIFE.
If you, dear reader, are currently
struggling to meet your deadlines at
university and you have desires for
making a living from writing words,
you might want to reconsider your
priorities.
Deadlines used to scare the hell out of
me when I started studying a Bachelor
of Communication at UQ in 2006. I
procrastinated hard, preferring to
instead invest my time absorbed in
the social (read: drinking) aspects of
university life. I left my assignments
until the last possible day, and my
mediocre grades reflected this trait.
I didn’t know that I wanted to be
a journalist until a few years later.
Deadlines don’t scare me anymore.
They’re now an accepted part of life, like
shaving and shitting. A necessary evil.
To illustrate this point, I’m writing this
article on Christmas Eve, just before I
clock off for the year.
The only real difference between
studying at university and working in
journalism is that, if you’re lucky, the
assignments out in the real world will be
on topics you’re actually interested in
rather than work set by some faceless
educational bureaucrat or stuffy
lecturer. This is the absolute best-case
scenario, that you’ll eventually get to a
space where you’re being paid to write

about shit that interests you.
When you’re starting out, though, you’ll
likely have to do some writing for a few
or zero dollars, and it won’t always be
about shit that interests you. I started
in music journalism, writing for a
now-deceased street press newspaper
named Rave Magazine and a website
named FasterLouder, in 2007. My path
was slow and steady for the first two
years. It was a hobby. I didn’t have lofty
goals or ambitions. I just reviewed live
music for little or no money, because I
loved it. These two outlets were ideal
incubators for practising writing: I had
regular assignments and deadlines, and
I had an audience.
What separates freelancers from
salaried journalists is that the majority
of our work is self-generated. I have
been working as a journalist for over
five years now. In 2014, I published my
first book, and still, 95% of my work
comprises story ideas that I have
thought up myself and pitched to
editors. If I sat around waiting for an
editorial phone call or email, I would
have died of starvation a long time ago.
What’s required, then, is the hustle.
Journalism is about brain, ears, mouth,
recorder, notebook, pen and keyboard.
In that order. The brain is where the
ideas come from. Journalism is about
telling stories, so it logically follows that,
as a journalist, your antennae should
be up at all times. You should always be
watching, listening, questioning. You
should be developing your story sense.
Like Spider-Man’s Spidey Sense, it
begins with a tingling feeling at the base
of the skull.
For example: if you meet someone
interesting and unique at a party, and
you think you could bring their story
and personality to life on the page, trust
your instinct. Ask for their number, call
them sober, interview them, turn it into
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a funny little story and pitch it to an
editor. Simple.
The hustle is what must drive you. We
freelancers don’t have a boss in the
traditional sense. I don’t have anyone
looking over my shoulder, checking
that I’m doing my job. I’m my own boss.
It took me several years to understand
and appreciate this fact; several years
where it was all too easy to give up on
a workday and play video games with
my housemates instead. The hustle
requires cut-throat persistence,
determination and self-belief. You have
to want to succeed at this more than
anything else in the world, and you
have to believe that you have the ability
to earn a living from this precarious
industry.
Some people in your life won’t believe
you. They may be friends or family.
They might try to draw you away from
your passion. They might ridicule your
decision. Fuck them. Surround yourself
with people who believe in you. Who
support you. Who you can rely on for
advice in tough times. Who can lend you
money when required, and trust that
you’ll repay it as soon as you can.
This work is its own reward. Being a
journalist means being paid to learn
about the world and people around
you, and then painting word portraits
of these encounters for your readers.
It’s a beautiful transaction. I wrote
stories for three years solid before a
publisher approached me, asking if
I would like to write a book. I would,
and I did. It was published in July. I just
signed my second book contract, which
is, in effect, another long homework
assignment. I can’t wait.
Andrew is a freelance journalist based in
Brisbane. His first book, Talking Smack:
Honest Conversations About Drugs,
was published via UQ Press.

CLUBS & SOCS

MEDRAD

With MedRad’s renowned reputation for putting together
a great little shindig, we play host to some major events
throughout the year, including;

Hey there babydolls, Pop Quiz. Are you a university student?
Do you enjoy making great life choices? Can you relate to
the phrase - “Alcohol- Because no great story started with
someone eating a salad?” If you answered ‘absolutely!’ to any
of the above, then MedRad is the social club for you!

1. Launch Party: With a bar tab to rival all and a venue that
doesn’t disappoint, there is no better way to kick off the year
than in a true loosey goose fashion.

There is no denying MedRad is the most radical of all social
clubs in Brisbane, fact. Pumping out some of the best events
in QUT history such as the infamous scrub crawl, the tequila
infused Mexican Pub Crawl, and the legendary Launch Party,
MedRad is the BIGGEST social club at QUT.

2. Scrub Crawl: One of the most anticipated nights on the
MedRad social calendar, where all students unite for a battle
of strength, agility, endurance, and gastrointestinal mucosal
integrity.
3. Mexican Pub Crawl: Gather your amigos, dust off that
sombrero and man-scape that moustache in preparation for
the biggest and best fiesta in town.

From our humble beginning as a bunch of rowdy Medical
Radiation students in search of a good time, our anticipated
antics and oh so sweet deals have earnt us an ever expanding
reputation. Not just limited to us Radiation rascals, we are
comprised of members from all facilities around campus,
from creative industry kids to business school bros.

4. The MedRad Ball: After barely surviving another year of
late night cramming and last minute assignment submission,
there is no better way to celebrate then dressing in your finest
threads and having a ball of a time.

Now it has been rumoured that MedRad members hold with
them a card of solid gold. I’d like to state for the record that
this is almost true, as this card is literally worth its weight
in gold! Essentially this card acts as your key to the city,
unlocking serious discounts from food stalls on campus to the
majority of popular nightlife destinations in Brisbane. I mean
we are talking sweet deals on Boost, Greenbean, Burger Urge,
Oh Hello, Birdees, The Fox, and the list goes on. Possessing
this card on your birthday gives you over $120 worth of bar
tabs on that night from various venues and that isn’t even
the beginning. But if these absolutely amazing all year round
deals aren’t tickling your fancy, wait until you hear about the
MedRad parties.

5. Social Sports: So you want to give your liver a break for
a while and instead get physical. No problemo! We got you
covered. With MedRad teams in social sports such as Touch,
Netball, Volleyball and Soccer, you’ll be in fine form in no time.
So how do I make the best decision of my entire life? Good
question, glad you asked. Find our stall at O-week and market
week or add us facebook.com/medrad.qut to redefine your
social experience at QUT and become the most radical kid on
campus. Xx. MedRad
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QUTEFS

LIBERAL NATIONAL CLUB

The QUT Economics and Finance Society (QUTEFS) is a
non-profit, student-run organisation whose goal is to give
its members the best possible opportunity for industry
recruitment. As well as enriching the university experience
for its members, EFS provides an invaluable network of likeminded students and professionals within the industry.
Get to know EFS. The 5 pillars; Industry, Networking,
Professional Development, Community and Social.

Do you love Freedom and parties, and hate taxes?
Then check out the QUT Liberal National Club. We’re
contenders for the best party club on campus, and definitely
the best at defending Freedom.
So come have a chat to us in O-Week and Welcome Week and
check out some of our great events for the year including:

These pillars include initiatives such as;
Industry: Q&A Panels, Firm Crawls, Seminars and
Conferences
Networking: Fastrack (The Biggest Networking Night for
Business Students in Brisbane)
Professional Development (Workshops): Investment
Banking, Stock markets and Trading, Networking skills,
Interview skills, Resume/Cover Letter, Application writing
and International Opportunities
Community: Fundraising, Charity Work and Community
Involvement activities
Social Events: Exclusive Student Parties, Balls, Pub Crawls,
the Beer Stock Exchange and a Discount Social Card

Country Races
Policy debates
The Wildest Parties on Campus
So sign up today for utes, boots and easy roots!
Connect with the QUTLNC:
www.facebook.com/qutlnc

EFS has earned itself a reputation around QUT and more
prominently, top industry firms as the premier commerce
society for students studying Business in Queensland. Joining
EFS opens up a world of opportunities in industries such
as Economics, Finance, Accounting, Consulting, IT, Law,
Engineering,Government,Marketing,Managementandmuch
more through its extensive networks.
Connect with the EFS community today:
www.qutefs.org · www.facebook.com/qutefs · @qutefs
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CESS

sectors discussing their industries and answering your
questions.

The QUT Civil Engineering Student Society (QUT CESS) is
not all just about life as an undergraduate civil engineer! Our
primary target demographic are civil engineering students,
but anyone is welcome to join! The Gardens Point campus
population may have heard about QUT CESS through our
flagship events that we hosted last year such as our Boat
Cruise or Where’s Wally Pub Crawl! We continue to host
regular events such as our semesterly O-Week festivities,
regular campus BBQ’s throughout the year, themed pub
crawls, QUT Guild Bar sessions and Student-Staff Liaison
Meetings. You can also anticipate another extremely
successful Engineering Ball too!

Like our Facebook page to keep up with our events and hear
about internships and grad programs being offered. Send us
an email if you need support and advice or just need some
general information, we are here to help! Connect with the
MESS community today: www.facebook.com/MESSQtech ·
mess.qutguild@gmail.com

FoME
Fellowship of Medical Engineers are Oiling the Gears of Life!
And we want YOU to join us…
Did you know a quad-amputee can by all means enjoy a rich
full life thanks to modern medical technology?
Do you ever contemplate the fact that the average human
heart pumps around 7,200 litres of blood per day?
Do you find it fascinating that the human species builds
replacement parts for their bodies?

The year 2014 will bring professional opportunities for our
members with closer industry collaborations. We aim to
provide a Networking Event earlier in the year so students
discover potential career options and employers. Another
initiative is to promote the opportunities offered through
free student membership at Engineers Australia.

If you answered ‘yes’ to these questions or they made
you pause and wonder, join QUT’s Fellowship of Medical
Engineers (FoME) in 2015 to mingle with like-minded students
who share these meditations, and who are studying to be a
part of the extraordinary narrative of medical science and
technology. In 2014, FoME invited quad-amputee Matthew
Ames to speak to students about his amazing journey. This
year is scheduled to be even bigger, with hospital tours,
discussions on bionics and transhumanism from some of
Australia’s leading thinkers on the topic, and of course,
multiple social events and networking opportunities. So pick
your jaw up from the floor, and join us as we share the ability
to change lives.

We encourage all students to join QUT CESS – not only will
you get the opportunity to be part of some of the greatest
events ever hosted on campus, but you will also be able to
reap the benefits of the new Socialite Card! The Socialite
Card will bring great benefits to students such as free/express
entry & discounted nightlife deals, awesome specials for food
& drinks, and many retail discounts too!
QUT CESS encourages new and existing students to join us!
– So become a member now by contacting our team through
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/QUTCESS) or by email
(qutcess@hotmail.com)

MESS

QUT GAMERS SOCIETY

The Mechanical Engineering Student Society was founded
in 2010 representing and supporting current mechanical
engineering students of all years. The goal of MESS is to
provide a personalised support network for Mechanical
Engineering Students both academically as well as socially.

PC, console , board and roll playing Games. Do you happen to
love them? Do you wish to have a club that will play support
when you want to tank? If this screams you then we have you
covered! The Gamer’s Society is a QUT club that focuses on
games and the people whom enjoy them.

2015 promises to be an exciting and eventful year for the
MESS community. We be filling the semester with Social
Drinks, providing a networking opportunity within the
student and staff body; our beer appreciation and tasting
night, Brewniversity; a joint Trivia Night with the QUT
SUNS; and a huge End of Semester Party hosted by all the
engineering clubs.You can also catch us each week as the host
of the MESS Pool Competition on Thursdays in the Botanic
Bar.

We offer opportunities for players to meet in a safe and fun
environment, like our bi weekly event called D&D&B. Where
you can meet fellow players to play D&D and board games at
a local bar. We also run workshops and tournaments in which
you can hone and test your skills against other players for
wonderful prizes. We also offer discounts from our sponsors
which Include ACE Comics, Mick O’Malleys and Guf .
If this sounds like it would be for you then feel free to join our
facebook page and check us out, and if you like us come to
our events and meet the team dedicated to student gaming.
Happy 2015 and Happy Gaming!

As well as the social events, MESS will be hosting a series of
Industry Lectures where we will have industry professionals
from the Defence, Automotive & Transport and Resources
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around isolated mountains though. We have quite a pumping
social calendar with paintball sessions, house parties and
perhaps our crowing jewel – the Cocktail party. In our
downtime we also spend our day’s slacklining, highlining and
canyoning too!

QUTASA
With over 300 members and 15 events, 2014 proved to be
QUT Accountancy Students’ Association’s biggest year yet!
Having kick started the year with a massive launch party
followed by an array of networking, social and professional
development events, it’s certain to say that QUTASA did not
disappoint.

So, why not come along and give it a go yourself at our free
Open Day Climbing Event this semester! Come on down to
Kangaroo Point on the 28th of February between 9am-2pm.
We’ll set it all up and give you all the gear you need to come
try an incredibly fun and active sport. Not to mention the
free BBQ and $1 soft drinks to keep you fuelled! Once you’re
hooked, and we know you will be, you can come along to our
Basic Skills day too, so you can go on some seriously awesome
adventures!

This year we’ll be continuing to provide all these
opportunities with exciting initiatives to join the lineup and
what a lineup we have. Keeping with tradition, the first event
of the year is the impressive launch party at the Botanic Bar.
The Graduate Networking Night is next off the rank at Jade
Buddha where the amazing view coupled with professional
company is sure to knock your socks off. Between “firm
crawls”, networking workshops, study groups, the Vacation
Networking Night and social engagements to follow, this year
is going to be bigger than ever before.

We’ll be wondering around during O-week and would love
to see new faces at our stall so we can tell you more about
the club and hopefully recruit you! We welcome you to
attend our fun events for a no-commitment trial of the club.
Alternatively you can go to our website and fill out a new
member application if you can’t wait to get started:
www.qutcliffhangers.com/QUT_Cliffhangers_Rock_
Climbing_Club.

Through all events held, our highly dedicated team promises
to support students with their professional endeavours and
assist them in gaining a balanced university experience. It’s
simply the chance to share canapés with potential employees,
improve your grades and make life-long friends whilst getting
an edge against your peers is just a membership to QUTASA
away.

QUT CHEER & DANCE
QUT Cheer & Dance are the spirit of the QUT Tigers. Our club
offers teams for all levels of experience and commitment,
consisting of a Level 1/2 Competitive Cheer Team (QUT Navy),
a Level 3/4 Competitive Cheer Team (QUT White) and a
Recreational Cheer Team (QUT Spirit) as well as Commercial
Jazz, Lyrical & Hip Hop Dance Teams.

QUT CLIFFHANGERS
ROCK CLIMBING CLUB
Would you prefer to spend the night camping under the stars
around a campfire with drinks than watching Today Tonight
alone? Do you thrive on the thrill of standing on top of a
mountain, knowing you’ve just conquered it? Do your shirts
barely contain your biceps? Are you an outdoorsy person?
Neither was I six months ago. Unquestionably the greatest
part of my university experience thus far has been the
fantastic people and amazing places I have been exposed do
by the Cliffhangers. If you’re a new student there is no greater
way to find a sense of belonging and I could not recommend it
highly enough.

Our cheerleading team had outstanding results at all
competitions entered in 2014 placing first at the Australian All
Star Cheerleading Federation (AASCF) Winterfest, second at
State Championships and Top 8 at National Championships.
Our dance teams came first at Winterfest and States
and came second in hip hop and fourth in Contemporary
at National Championships. We were also thrilled to be
announced as the 2014 QUT Sport and Recreation Club of the
Year!
QUT Cheer & Dance is a great way to get involved in
university life with fun, friends and fitness guaranteed! The
club provides leadership opportunities for the members
in executive and captain roles as well as encouraging all
members to take on further responsibilities with club social
events, volunteer & charity events and fundraisers.

Who are we? The Cliffhangers are the most active rock
climbing club in Queensland and the most active club at
QUT. We have a 150 strong group of climbers ranging from
complete beginners to total pro’s. We meet every Monday
and Wednesday evenings from 5:30 to 9pm to climb the
Kangaroo point cliffs as well as trips all over Queensland like
Coolum and the Glass House Mountains every weekend.
If this wasn’t enough, the club has just returned from our
three week climbing trip to the Blue Mountains – that’s three
weeks of Man vs. Wild worthy adventures, beautiful scenery
and great times with mates. The club isn’t all about roaming

In 2015, all competitive cheer and dance teams will again
compete at AASCF Competitions and QUT Spirit will continue
the support various QUT Sport teams by attending and
cheering at their games. qutcheeranddance@outlook.com ·
www.facebook.com/qutcheeranddance
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QUT QUIDDITCH

QUT TROUTS

The wonderful world of Harry Potter has come to life... in
muggle form! Qut Quidditch is a fun hang out for people of all
sports (and magic) capabilities, and all areas of studies at uni.
Anyone can join - witches, wizards, squibs and muggles are all
welcomed! We’re dedicated to having a magical time at uni by
providing regular social events throughout the year, including
quidditch games, trivia nights, and a yule ball. So bring your
wand, and we’ll bring the magic!

The QUT Trouts are QUT’s rugby league team and play on
Wednesday nights against other universities from all around
South East Queensland.
The Trouts have been in the university competition for many
years, and continue to be competitive season after season.
In 2015 the Troutss will be coached by Jamie Dowse. The
Trouts will be looking forward to improving on last year’s
runners up result in the UQRL competition.

This semester, we’ll be hosting quidditch games on Fridays
at 3pm in the Botanic Gardens. We don’t fly, but there are
broomsticks, and we still score points by throwing the quaffle
through the hoops, and we still have a fun game. Become
chasers, beaters, goal keepers and seekers to score for your
team!

The trout’s will have a stand during O-week and are always
looking for keen rugby league players to join up. The team
train Mondays and play on Wednesday nights against teams
from UQ, USQ, Griffith Logan, Griffith Gold Coast and Griffith
Nathan.

Our O-week stall will be at Gardens Point on Monday and
Tuesday, and at Kelvin Grove on Wednesday and Thursday.
Membership is $2. We’ll also be selling club shirts for $30.
These shirts are a light sports fabric, making them great to
wear to our games!

Connect with the Trouts community today: quttrouts@gmail.
com · www.urlq.com.au · fb.com/QUTTroutsRL

To find out about our upcoming events, join our Facebook
groupwww.facebook.com/groups/QUT.Quidditchandfollow
our tumblr page qutquidditch.tumblr.com/

The first day you start your drama degree you are told
how hard it is to make a career from the theatre. This is a
sad realisation for many budding performance-makers.
Making any form of art, not only theatre, is more often
about love and passion than seeking fame and money.To
have the opportunity to

VENA CAVA

QUT HOCKEY CLUB
QUT Hockey Club Inc. is an all-encompassing hockey club
catering for men and women looking to participate in the
sport of field hockey in the Brisbane community.
Affectionately known as the‘Ibis Army’, the club boasts teams
across 4 competitions; Women’s and Men’s turf, Women’s
Grass and Women’s Masters. With many teams qualifying
for finals in 2014, the club is looking to continue their
competitiveness this coming season.

create and perform not only relies on your talent and
hard work (which is necessary for any career apart from
flipping burgers – though I’ve been told it is all in the
wrist), but also who you know.

Vena Cava Productions is now 19 years old. A huge
milestone for the company and the names of great
theatre practitioners who started their career within
2015 will see yet another full social calendar, beginning with
Vena Cava is long. In 2015 we want to provide Vena
the annual Pre-Season Pub Crawl held on the 14th of March.
Cava members more opportunities to learn, push
If you’re interested in joining the Ibis Army, you can reach us boundaries, explore new ideas and, of course, create
those relationships that will shape and help their career.
via the following:
Of Mirrors and Angels will be playing at QUT Kelvin
Grove from 25th March to 29th March. Check out
www.venacava.com.au or our Facebook page for more
details about the production and other upcoming events
you can be involved in.

secquthockey@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/groups/QUTHockeyClub
www.facebook.com/groups/QUTwomenhockey
www.facebook.com/groups/QUTmenhockey
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THIS ONE TIME IN BRISBANE
Peter Gollagher

BRISBANE, A CITY OF MANY THINGS; THERE’S GREAT SUSHI, ENERGETIC
NIGHTLIFE AND OF COURSE THE BATMAN BUILDING. BUT THE REAL
DRAW CARD IS THE HUMIDITY, BECAUSE WE HAVE ALL OF IT.
Understandably, it is the obvious choice
for world leaders to meet. So let’s get
nostalgic and look back at G20 Brisbane.
It was the weekend that felt like it would
never end. The city was basically dead
and the coast was teeming with life! The
likes of Obama, Putin, Modi, Merkel and
Abbott’s shirt made the long-winded
journey to our beautiful city for a
weekend of free lunches, discussions
and gangster motorcades.
In the lead up to G20 good ol’ Abbott
let his tongue slip saying he’d shirtfront
the Russian President Vladimir Putin.
But this didn’t eventuate. Apparently it
was Canadian Prime Minister Stephen
Harper who had the courage to say
something to the most powerful man in
the world during the weekend’s events.
Perhaps the highlight (or debatably
lowlight) for the students of Brisbane
was Obama’s speech at UQ. We can all
remember the uproar that surrounded
the way in which UQ allocated the
exclusive invitations. Ashley Chandler’s
petition on change.org sums it up
perfectly, taking full target at UQ and
questioning why they invited 400
college students over those who have
achieved academic excellence or have
made a contribution to university life.

Meanwhile at QUT, Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi delivered a
lecture and was shown AgBot at The
Cube. THE CUBE! He casually walked
past the booths where many of us have
been on the brink of suffering a mental
break down. I’m obviously still starstruck.
In all seriousness though, running a
country is undeniably hard work and
sometimes you just need to party. Just
ask German Chancellor Angela Merkel
who popped into Caxton Street for a
XXXX (not really, beer’s too expensive
here). This purely spontaneous act
caught everyone by surprise and
gave Merkel a true blue taste of
Brisvegas. Exhibit A: drunk selfies. LOS
DEUTSCHLAND!
If you stayed in the river city during
the G20 long weekend then activities
in the suburbs would have looked very
appealing. Breakfast at Cooparoo
definitely won over coffee in the city.
But I, like many people, had to go near
or in the exclusion zone during this
time. At one stage I found that four
police motorcycles were following me
and in all honesty I just pretended that
they were my motorcade. I can dream,
alright?
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After all of this hustle and bustle the
G20 nations created the Brisbane
Action Plan. They aim to lift collective
GDP growth by more than 2.1 per cent
through to 2018, this would have a
flow on effect to non-G20 nations
by increasing their GDP by 0.5 per
cent. Overall, the G20 cost us more
than $400 million plus the economic
problems associated with shutting
down a city.
In conclusion, a shirtfronting was
not had, QUT beat UQ, Merkel is the
greatest and Brisbane surprised us all.
Peter Gollagher is a current QUT
student and President of QUT’s New
Journalism & Media Society.

THE INTERVIEW
HeidiSheehan

THE PRICE TO PAY IN THE NAME OF COMEDY CAN BE STEEP, AS SONY
PICTURES DISCOVERED IN NOVEMBER LAST YEAR.
The film that sparked worldwide
controversy, and has been embroiled in
one of the biggest hacking scandals in
history is of course, The Interview. The
plot follows two American journalists
(played by funnymen Seth Rogen and
James Franco) as they set out with the
mission to assassinate North Korean
leader Kim Jung-un.
@Sethrogen: “People don’t usually
wanna kill me for one of my movies
until after they’ve paid 12 bucks for
it. Hiyooooo!!!”
This is the duo that brought Pineapple
Express, This is the End, and an array
of comedic albeit boat-rocking films to
screens in the past decade. Arguably
one of their most memorable exploits
was the revealing remake of Kanye
West’s film clip for Bound 2, where the
pair recreated some steamy Kimye
scenes on a motorcycle.
The saga commenced in June last
year after the official teaser trailer of
The Interview appeared on YouTube,
invoking North Korean threats that
releasing of the film would be an ‘act
of war’. In November, sources within
the company revealed that Sony had
been hacked. The cyber attack revealed
confidential details about the studio,
social security numbers, credit card
and passport details of employees,

confidential emails, and information
regarding upcoming films and projects.

imposing censorship here in the United
States,” President Obama said.

Hacked by #GOP. Warning: We’ve
already warned you, and this is just
the beginning. We have obtained all
your internal data including secrets
and top secrets.

Sony changed course, and in yet
another twist announced the film would
be released on its original release date,
Christmas Day. While many major
cinema chains chose not to screen the
film, moviegoers could catch the film in
more than 300 independent cinemas
across the United States. The Interview
made a splash when it was released
online on Boxing Day, with digital sales
reaching more than $40million from
more than 5.8 million rentals and sales.
It is now one of the Sony’s highest
grossing digital releases.

The mysterious hacking group
Guardians of Peace (GOP) claimed
responsibility for the hack, and issued
a string of threats and demands to
cancel the film. They threatened, ‘Stop
immediately showing the movie of
terrorism which can break the regional
peace and cause the War’, and warned
that cinemas showing The Interview
would be subject to a 9/11 style attack.
The following weeks included even
more Sony documents revealed, the FBI
linking North Korea to the attack, and
a game of will-they-won’t-they release
the film. Despite going ahead with a
scaled-back premiere in Los Angeles,
Sony shelved plans for the theatrical
release of The Interview. This decision
sparked widespread criticism, including
comments from US President Barack
Obama, who said the decision to axe the
controversial comedy was a $44 million
mistake.
“We cannot have a society in which
some dictator someplace can start
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Heidi Sheehan is a current QUT student
and the Secretary of QUT’s New
Journalism & Media Society.

GOING NATIVE WITH NICK K
Nick K. Watson

WHO THE HELL AM I AND WHAT THE HELL AM I DOING HERE? TO
ANSWER THOSE QUESTIONS OUT OF ORDER, I’M (PAST TENSE)
WRITING AND (PRESENT TENSE) BEING READ.
Fantastic. Now, to answer the earlier part of that two
pronged rhetorical masterwork of an opening line; I
am Nicholas K. Watson. But please, don’t just drop the
magazine in an instant and heavy swoon upon reading my
evocative name, because I’m about to describe myself and
in doing so plunge into the depths of narcissism.

thing. So what? So, I’m going to tell you an account- nay,
an odyssey- of moral depravity, sex (which always sells),
housemates, girlfriends and other things.
I live with two students. ‘Lucky them,’ I can hear you saying
aloud, and I agree with you. Let me introduce you to one
of them. His name is Karl (please note that the names have
been changed to protect the guilty), the loutish, boorish,
boring, obnoxious, noisy, messy, braggart of an occupant
of the room adjacent to my own chamber.
Now, I won’t say that it’s an abominable thing for
housemates to engage in copulation or even heavy petting.
I wasn’t put here to air my produces. I will, however, say
that it’s an abominable thing for some housemates to
engage in such bed rattling acts. For example, I used to live
with my brother. Brothers shouldn’t have to hear brothers
shackin’ up or gettin’ down. I did. Did it kill me? No. Did I
like sleeping to the telltale creaking in the other room?
Heavier no. It’s more abominable by three quarters when
Kyle shacked up and got down for the first time.

I am many things. Among them, a sprinter with scissors,
a master of the mystic art of puppetry provided that
nobody asks me to prove it, both the answer to and riddle
of the riddle of Sphinx herself, a self proclaimed Brisbane
heartthrob (blame it on my jaw line, baby) and an enigma.
Obviously there are other things about myself that I
could mention. So I will. I am also the front man of our
city’s (maybe country’s! Maybe hemisphere’s!) only and
therefore best three piece-spoken word-erotic-jazz band.
Additionally, I made my fortune in a variety of well-timed
unscrupulous forays into the lucrative and black market
of uranium trading. Or maybe I don’t have a fortune. Who
knows? I do. The answer is that I don’t. Confused? Good.
Baffled? Better.
Welcome to something like a middle ground between
memoir and the drunken ramblings of a stumbling fool.
Also, these writings will only be slightly embellished.
If I ever mention giant Man-Ants attacking anything,
disregard it immediately. Now, prepare your bodies for
a chapter of my life and a tale entirely lacking in moral
substance. For those looking for life lessons - class
dismissed.

It started messages from the man himself. ‘Hey mate,
might need the house tonight, I’m romancing.’
His corpulent ego finally justified by the acceptance and
affection of a member of the opposite gender inspired
said ego to expand by an ungodly measure.
What to do? How to deal with this situation? An obvious
answer is to scramble from my place of work and into
an establishment where I can procure a glass or more
of the liquid light. There I sit and there I wait ‘till I’m
drunk enough and it’s late enough to return without

Like so many of my layaboutish, studentish, gadaboutish
bretheren, I admit that I indulge in the sharehousing
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the possibility of hearing the sounds of rumpy-pumpy,
shagging, screwing, nooky, copula, coitus or even jiggery
pokery.

and coital kind. To this day I believe that he had chosen
such a stage for this bodily comingling so as to drive me
instantly mad. To tip me over the edge. I was seeing and
hearing things so gross and absurd that they deified and
still defy description.

Day turns to night, night hits 11pm and in I crawl. A quiet
house? More than any young man can expect. Instead,
those all too familiar sounds which bespeak festive
fornication followed in by Karl inexplicably bumping
into me in the kitchen where I am, to my intense horror,
regaled with a beat by beat account of just how good it was
up there in the boudoir.

They ended up ‘coming to their senses’. Karl let a few
words fall out of his mouth, apologising for not noticing
my presence on the scene, but all the while he had a halfcrazed look in his eye that seemed to say ‘look what I can
do.’

This constant bar hopping weighs heavily upon a light
wallet in a similar way to how my avoidance of the house
weighs on my general freewheelin’, happy go lucky nature.
Occasionally, I’m struck with the terror of paying the rent
as I sit perched over a tipple, philosophically juggling the
baffling notion of paying for a room that I’m not man or
pervert or masochist enough to inhabit.

They left the house for the evening. I remained anchored
to the armchair. Struck dumb. Sure, they had gone, but the
house retained what I like to call their ‘sex echo’. Phantoms
of the past whispering of what I had born witness to.
Whispering an unspeakable, perhaps eternal and certainly
smelly terror.
I had to get out. My on-and-off, self-imposed exile had
been going on for a month already. Where could I go?
Imposing on friends wears thin, and I didn’t want them to
notice my new thousand-yard stare courtesy of The Living
Room Incident. Give up and move back to the parents’
house? God no - they live on the Gold Coast. Then, where?
That’s a question I still haven’t answered. Suffice to say
that I’m writing this by the light of the moon from a secure
location. Specifically, that spooky, burnt out old roller
blade rink on Waterworks Road.

For one week that I can only recall hazily I skilfully avoided
the house for six full nights. Taking rest on any floor that
would have me. Coaxing long forgotten, undesirable
acquaintances into renewing friendship. But the curtain
must fall sometime. Returning on that seventh night, an
unshaven, dissolute wreck in ancient rags that may once
have been clothes, I opened the door to discover…nothing.
I smelt the air. Fresh! I called out. No response. Bliss!
I collapsed in an armchair in the living room and was
poured into a deep sleep. Not more than three hours
had passed when I realised that I was being pulled back
into this breathing, conscious world. A harsh world. A
world of injustice and cruelty. I could hear creaking. The
kind of creak that can only come from two people on the
couch not three feet from my feet. Then I saw it. Karl as
ringmaster of a couch-heaving, jaw dropping, hedonistic,
unclothed, mad Dionysian circus of the most depraved

Jokes aside, though. If you’re new to the Kelvin Grove area
and need a room, I’ve got just the place for you. For prices,
inquiries, etc, contact me at n.watson2402@gmail.com. I
just know I can never go back.
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10 SIMPSONS CHARACTERS YOU’LL MEET
ABE SIMPSON
This one’s pretty simple – Mature Aged Students. “Now my story
begins in Nineteen-dickety-two. We had to say “dickety” because
the Kaiser had stolen the word “twenty”. I chased that rascal to
get it back, but gave up after dickety-six miles” Listening to a
mature age student talk about how uni used to be is never worth
going to that 8am class for.

TROY McCLURE
“Hi! I’m Troy McClure. You might remember me from that tutorial
you took last semester, and the QUT social club you’re in.” The
Troy McClures’ of QUT are a special breed of students who seem
to be everywhere, involved in everything and recognised by
everyone.

COMIC BOOK GUY
Another chatty person you’ll meet specifically in lectures is
Comic Book Guy. There’s always that one guy who has to raise his
hand and point out the lecturer’s mistake. If you hear the phrase
“Actually, if my memory serves me correctly..” you know you’ve
got a Comic Book Guy.

LISA SIMPSON
Little Lisa Simpson is a QUT sweetheart or a QUTie. Most often
found in the library studying for mid-sems, studying for final
exams, and usually just studying anyway. Toga party during
week one is a great opportunity for the Lisas’ on campus to let
their hair down for one night before we are all swamped with
assessment.

APU
Last but not least there is an Apu on campus, with his very own
Quik-E-Mart. We are talking about your Guild. The QUT Guild
always has your QUT Wingman, the uni equivalent of Apu ready
to chat at any hour. Or you can come during business hours and
have a chat with the Guild itself. Either way, they’re there to help
so, “Thank you, come again!”
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DUFFMAN
There’s that one guy who is always down to hit up the bars.
Whether it’s The Grove Bar at Kelvin Grove or the Botanic Bar
at Gardens Point Campus, whenever someone suggests postlecture bevvies your man Duffman is sure to say “OH YEAH”. The
Duffmen on campus will be excited to visit the newly renovated
Grove bar with election promised prices.

RAINER WOLFCASTLE
With the QUT Healthstream gyms on both campuses, and all
the different sports you can participate in at QUT it’s no wonder
gym junkies flock this uni. Getting shredded for stereo, packing
protein and generally making you feel guilty for skipping the gym
again is what they do best. Somewhere in there they manage to fit
in study as well.

SIDESHOW MEL
Are you into theatrics or the arts? Do you enjoy dyeing your hair
and trying out peculiar outfits? Maybe you’re just a hipster, or
perhaps you’re a Sideshow Mel. Sighted many a time at the Kelvin
Grove Campus, the Sideshow Mels’ of QUT bring colour and
creativity to our lovely, little uni.

CRAZY CAT LADY
The Crazy Kat Lady is another KG Campus favourite. She is a rare
sighting, but once spotted you’ll understand. She unofficially
cares for the many stray cats on campus, feeding them and only
creating more fellow felines. Not to be alarmed though, this
character mainly keeps to herself.

PRINCIPAL SKINNER
You may have that friend on campus that has just moved out of
home into the big city. But your friend Principal Skinner always
has to ask his parents first. You’ll often hear this friend on the
phone saying “Yes Mother” or “Please Mother”. One day they’ll
learn not to request permission for everything. But until then try
to help them find their own Edna Krabappel.
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SCRATCH IT
James Orr

IT COULD HAVE BEEN BECAUSE I WAS DRUNK, BUT THROUGHOUT THAT
NIGHT I SENSED SOMETHING FROM LUCY THAT I DIDN’T NOTICE VERY
OFTEN.
She gave me plenty of smiles and laughed at my jokes, no
matter how utterly lame they were. I could barely believe it;
she was attracted to me. Even though I was nineteen, this was
new territory for me. Maybe I should have gone to Eaton’s Hill
more often?

As we reached the highway, Rick turned to me and grinned.
“Mike was pretty keen on Lucy, wasn’t he?”
I laughed, knowing I had made the right call. After the
countless stories people have told me about how shitty their
first time was, I knew when to call it quits. Lucy had pretty
eyes and a decent smile, but I didn’t find her that interesting,
as there wasn’t really any common ground between us,
and her blonde hair was less of a bombshell and more of a
bombsite. So I didn’t care that I wouldn’t see Lucy again.

My friend Rick had invited me to go with his friend Mike, and
Mike’s friend Lucy. Mike must have had some ulterior motives,
because towards the end of the night after he noticed the
chemistry between Lucy and me, he had wrapped his arms
around her and his face pressed into her neck. She had a smile
that seemed to say, ‘this is nice, but I kinda wish you were
someone else.’

I saw Lucy again on the weekend after my twentieth birthday.
After leaving the Albion Comedy Club, Rick and our friend
Dan, managed to convince me to continue with a bit of
clubbing and a lot more drinking.

As a nerdish guy with a couple of crooked teeth, and an array
of checkered shirts (tonight’s selection was shades of blue
on brown), I’m normally not one to say that I’m better looking
than someone else. But compared to Mike’s loose clothes,
bowl haircut, and oversized glasses that covered most of
his pale face, that night I could say with certainty, that I was
better looking than someone else.

We dove into the Valley and went to the hipster’s paradise,
the Black Bear Lodge. While drinking a totally disgusting,
and therefore totally not mainstream, mix of raw coffee and
unknown types and quantities of alcohol, I was browsing
Facebook and noticed that Lucy had checked-in nearby.
Rick noticed as well. Before I could stop him, we had met her
outside of The Beat, a place that makes me pity homophobes
because I think it’s to be best club in Brisbane.

This was a big deal as I was still a virgin, and this was the
first time that I was sure that I had a shot of having sex. My
opportunity came at the end of the night while Rick helped
Mike have a quick spew in the bushes. Lucy and I stood alone,
together, at the taxi rank.
“I had fun tonight,” Lucy said with a glimmer.
“Me too,” I smiled. This was it. “Goodnight.”

I was relieved that Lucy didn’t seem to have quite the same
body language towards me as when I’d first met her. But that
was mainly because it was being directed towards Dan. We
soon met her friends at the Deck Bar and we all got on quite
well.

Rick carried Mike back and we shoved him into the backseat
of a cab. Lucy stepped into the front, and as it drove off she
looked back towards Rick and me as we toppled into our own.

The hour and a half that we spent there breezed by, though
that might have been a minor blackout from the amount
of cocktails we had. But even though it was only ten past
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midnight, Rick, Dan and I had to catch the last train home.
We shouted our goodbyes on the dance floor and just as Rick
and I were ready to go we turned to see Dan having a full on
tongue tussle with Lucy; their bodies squeezed together like a
frankfurter squished into a bun full of keen mustard.

As we walked to the taxi rank at Sandgate, Rick said to me,
“They were going at it for ages, weren’t they?”
I laughed, “I can’t believe he made us almost miss the train.
What a dick.” I sighed. “At least he had fun.”
Rick grinned. “She has herpes.”

We still had a bit of time to get to the train, so we didn’t break
them apart, especially as Dan had gone through a rough
break-up recently and needed a confidence boost. So Rick
threw some ice cubes at him. But after ten minutes we were
out of ice and time, and debating on whether or not to ditch
him. Luckily, Lucy’s friends reappeared, distracting her and
allowing us to drag Dan to the station.

“Really?” My eyes widened and my mouth dropped into a
gaping smile. This was the kind of gossip I lived for.
“Yeah, Mike caught it off of her.” Rick stopped grinning. “I
wish he’d told me that before I got with her.”
I snickered, at Rick’s close-call and at my own dumb luck.
Before that, I had been thinking that even if I had lost my
virginity to Lucy, it still wouldn’t have been nearly as bad as
other stories. However, a rash would have itched forever in
my memory.

We made it with a minute to spare, and on the train Dan
mumbled nonsense like, “Man that waz sooo good,”and “Waz
someone throwin’ fuckin’ ice cuuubes?” before he stumbled
off at Eagle Junction.

Later, during a drunken call, Dan said how annoyed he was
that Rick and I had made him leave when he would’ve had
“amazing sex.” I uh-huhed, but was disappointed that he
hadn’t learnt his lesson from his first time. I was tempted to
tell him what had lurked beneath Lucy’s belt, but I scratched
the itch that said not to.

I felt a bit disappointed in Dan. I knew he was only interested
in Lucy because he was drunk and she was there, and if he
had actually gone home with Lucy he would have regretted
forever. It’s happened before.

WARFRAME: SPACE NINGAS GO!
T. “Nero” Crawford
In a market saturated with different online games, it’s quite
hard to find a good title out there that doesn’t cost you a cent
to get or to maintain a ridiculous monthly subscription.

missions see you wiping out a whole area full of enemies,
while a rescue mission sees you saving a prisoner from
potential doom.

For most of them, it’s the same thing over and over again: click
on enemy to target, get stabbing. Luckily, Digital Extremes
have brought something new to the table with their title,
Warframe. There is still stabbing to be done to many a foe, but
you don’t exactly click to target.

However, this is one of the downfalls of the title. This game
contains limited modes, with at least one of each mode. The
only things that change as you progress in the solar system
are the enemies and their level. But why go up in the solar
system you ask? For more recourses which help you make
better weapons and different frames. This ends up creating
a giant time sink if you wanted to eliminate all of your time.
Speaking of time, it also takes time for your items to be
crafted. This can be overridden by micro-transactions of
the payed currency, platinum. Amongst players, platinum
is a valuable resource and is commonly used as a trading
resources, mods, and additional objects.

You take on the role as a newly awoken Tenno fresh out
of cryogenic sleep, and war seems to have sprouted up in
the solar system. With the Lotus pointing the way as best
a mysterious entity can, you have to get your act together
and be that space ninja your enemies hate. A ninja in a high
powered exoskeleton which allows you to pull off some crazy
havoc called a Warframe.

While slashing, shooting and being stealthy are a lot of fun, the
real joy of this title comes out as the further you progress into
it. If you are looking for a way to spend your time, I strongly
recommend this title.

Each frame has its own way of working such as Ember, a frame
that sets any enemy on fire. The powers aren’t going to get
you the whole way, so you are allowed to bring a primary and
secondary firearm plus a melee weapon. These can range
from shotguns, bows, and pistols to scythes, swords and
kunai. The game plays out in missions, each with their own
objectives which are pretty straight forward. Exterminate

Rating: 4.5 ninja stars out of 5. This review was written on
patch 15.10. Warfrane can be downloaded and played on PC,
PS4, or Xbox One. Download the game at warframe.com
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THE PERKS OF A PRESS PASS

ST JEROME’S LANEWAY FESTIVAL CAME BACK TO BRISBANE WITH A
LOUD BANG. THIS YEAR WE GOT SEE ACTS LIKE FLIGHT FACILITIES,
JUNGLE, MAC DEMARCO, FKA TWIGS AND MORE. THAT’S JUST A TASTE
OF ONE OF THE BEST LINE-UPS WE’VE SEEN IN YEARS.
The Brisbane venue this year was RNA Showgrounds. In the
lead up to this year’s festival there were a few naysayers
voicing their concerns about the location. RNA Showgrounds
implies big open spaces much like Big Day Out festival or
Splendour In The Grass. Now that simply wouldn’t do for
Laneway which specifically celebrates trying to go against the
grain, and to highlight budding talent.

got crowd surfed, hung out backstage with the band and was
invited to partake in some “sweet ganj” as it was described to
me.
But the best perk about this press pass for St Jerome’s
Laneway was the VIP Bar. Now, I have to admit the bar wasn’t
particularly impressive. It was dark and air-conditioned,
which was great, but the drink prices were not much better.
What I loved about the VIP bar was much greater than cheap
drinks. When my eyes gazed upon on it angels above began
to sing in high soprano keys and echoing baritone harmonies.
The chitchat of people in the bar drowned away, the walls
and the lights of the bar melted out of the backdrop. A holy
light shone from the corridor more beautiful than the Aurora
Borealis. There before me stood a clean, flushing toilet at a
music festival!

But it seems RNA Showgrounds prevailed in providing
the perfect enclosure for all the music fans in Brisbane,
desperately excited to get even just the slightest eye contact
from their favourite bands. The “Railway Station” creates the
perfect corridors for you to chill in, or listen to some local
DJs. On the high side of the complex there’s the Mistletone
Stage or a selection of food vendors.
The food was a highlight too. As far as over-priced, festival
food goes the prices were pretty much what you’d pay for a
meal in the city or an incredibly entitled Hipster café.

No lines, no port-o-loos, no weird stank or left over syringes
lying around. No strange shit stain on the bowl that looks like a
message from the Illuminati. It was a beautiful, white washed,
air-conditioned ladies room. It had full length mirrors and
fancy soaps with only the most exotic of scents. The hand
towels were like Persian silks to touch. My golden ticket had
taken me to the Nirvana of public bathrooms.

All the art spaces, alcoves, secret bars and sunshine provided
the perfect ambience for the day to begin. With these rad
tunes sailing over our ears we took the time to explore and
relax in the gardens with deck chairs and mushroom stools.
All of this was experienced with the perks of a press pass.
I’ve had press passes before and they get you into some
interesting situations. At Big Day Out my press pass got me
into a trailer with free food, drink and all the wi-fi and power
boards a journalist could need. VIP tickets to the Brisbane
International Film Festival scored me an open bar on the
rooftop of GOMA where Brisbane socialites got “classy
drunk”. And even once, I had a media ticket to a band where I

Eventually, I had to leave heaven though and enter into the
hot, sweaty foray of strange people dressed in bohemian
garb. I was with them, but I felt I was apart. I had seen God’s
face in the form of a porcelain toilet bowl and no one could be
as enlightened as I.
At this point, in true Brisbane fashion a storm dawned on us. A
great black and green crowd loomed on the horizon, moving
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past us like a giant ship drifting in the clouds. There was a
period where everyone seemed tense, waiting to see if the
storm would hit us – and if it did then what would that mean
for the festival and the bands we’d all been dying to see?

Daunted with the choice of Flight Facilities or Flying Lotus,
we decided in the spirit of Laneway to support the underdog.
Flying Lotus didn’t just help the audience fly, we practically
soared. We almost beamed up into the galaxies, raced around
the solar systems and then floated in the glow of the moon.
That is how Flying Lotus impresses his music on people.
Wearing a suit and a strange mask, he looked like an alien
beamed down to give us some straight up truth. The visual
display sold the moment. Besides his trademark album
artwork floating about in a disorienting manner there has
been no performance like his that seems to encapsulate the
music so accurately with the visuals.

Fortunately, it just scraped by us. Just as the storm has rolled
towards us it seemed to move around the side. “Rock on for
Laneway!”it seemed to thunder. The winds picked up, festival
bunting and bright coloured flags fluttered and panicked in
the wind. The winds cut through the loose floral clothes of
young girls and the singlets of young boys like ice shards. Soon
enough, a chilly rain picked up. It was unpleasant, and people
fled into covered tents to dry off. But, for the most part we
had avoided the hailstorm others were experiencing all over
Brisbane.

But what made him a special act was his genuine interaction
with the audience. He muted the music to hear us clapping at
a record rate all in time, and paused the song to let us know
“Brisbane is tight! You guys got rhythm”. After thanking us all
for coming to see him year in year out, he then made sure to
individually wave, wink or smile at each and every person in
the front and second rows.

One of the absolute highlights of this tour has to be
British soul music collective Jungle. People absolutely lost
themselves in funky beats like their opening track “Platoon”
or the Triple J hit “Busy Earnin”. The backup vocal singers
choreographed their clapping, and the frontmen who like to
go by “J” and “T” took a moment to introduce everyone in the
band. They didn’t have the time to play hits like “Lemonade
Lake” but certainly found a moment to close the set with
“Time”.

There were some fantastic acts of ranging popularity,
presence and style. Overall, St Jerome’s Laneway Festival in
the Brisbane stopover was an incredible storm of incredible
artists and well, a storm too.
This article was originally featured at The AU Review

THE ART OF THE SELFIE
We’re all human. And sometimes we have the urge. You do
it. We do it. Kim Kardashian certainly does it with her hubby
Yeezus. She even released a whole book about doing it. Get
your mind out of the gutter. I’m talking about taking selfies.

Next time you see someone posing with a stick feel free
to use one of these snide names for the invention, and see
how people feel then. Some would advise you also then take
the selfie stick and snap it in half. But, no one is advocating
violence here, just a general ban on all things encouraging our
already facetious and arrogant cyber society.

But there is some discontent in the selfie community with
the rise of the Selfie Stick. Did you get one for Christmas?
If so, turn the page now. There are arguments in the most
prestigious and scholarly communities (READ: the Interwebs)
that the stick defeats the purpose and goes against all
religious codes of taking a selfie.

Other names for the selfie stick include: Trash Picker, Third
Leg, Shaft, Boasting Bat, Staff of Stupidity, Joystick, Johnson,
Conceited Cudgel, One Eyed Monster, Moron’s Mast, Stupid’s
Stave, Wand of Narcissism.
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HOROSCOPES
MadameTinkerbell

Capricorn
The phrase of the month is “New Year,
New You”, however this applies to
everyone except you, my dear Capricorn.
I’m afraid the next three months are just
as ordinary as your last three. Say hello to
that juice cleanse and kale diet you never
finished. For some reason, you feel as
though it will work this time…?

Taurus
The end is nigh for that mature age
student who sits in the front row of that
class you dread week by week. Something
tells me that this individual will get what’s
coming to them. But if not, sit them down
and teach them how to google. That way,
they can answer their own questions and
the rest of the class will kiss your feet.

Virgo
Its no surprise that travel is currently
in the cards for you, Virgo. When most
minds turn to Jesus in times of strife, your
mind immediately turns to the Greek
Islands where a tanned waiter named
Christos hands you a Kerasitini cocktail
with a little extra dash of Ouzo, of course.

Aquarius
Your attempt to be better organised this
semester will likely fail, Aquarius. This is
based on no astrological alignments but
on the fact that it is just the way things
are with you. Accept early defeat, pour
yourself a glass of red and just laugh
about it. Stop kidding yourself – you’ll
never write in that weekly planner you
bought.

Gemini
If your love life is looking a little bleak,
dear Gemini, invest in a pot plant of
some sort. This will allow you to nurture
something whilst you tackle the thought
that perhaps no one will ever love you. I’d
suggest a sturdy cactus, although don’t
cry too closely towards it – it may drown.

Libra
The scales of a Libra represent balance,
however balanced you are not! Take the
time to prioritise when it comes to this
year. Remember, exams can be repeated –
but parties can not. Sit back and reassess
what you want to be in life.
A good time, or a bore?

Pisces
All signs point to yes! You’ve consulted
the heavens many times about your luck
in love, young Pisces. It’s time for things
to take a drastic turn for the better. If
dabbling in your own friendship circle
failed you, try a dimly lit bar or tavern
where your features are not so prominent
and where those pickup lines you googled
are welcomed.

Cancer
If the stress of semester is getting you
down - take a breather. Go investigate
that lawn bowls club where I’m sure Fran
and Beverley will greet you with open
arms. A few extra friends never did any
harm. Plus it wouldn’t hurt to get that
mole checked out. Make a day of it with
your new pals!

Scorpio
A sing-a-long with an old friend is long
overdue and should do well to nourish
your depleted creative side, Scorpio.
Don’t fight the music; it will only fight
back – harder. Please nurture this side to
you, as it would be such a shame to waste
such mediocre talent.

Aries
Tsk tsk, Aries.
Saturn’s alignment aroundVenus explains
your recent risqué behaviour. That age
old saying may be that “blondes have
more fun”, but a blonde Aries is just
trouble! Tone it down a notch if you want
people to invite you places.

Leo
Theatricality at its finest. Leo, you are
quite the exaggerator! This is all well
and good, as you make great company,
however that story you’ve been recycling
since last O-week is on its last legs. Come
up with some fresh material if you have
any hope of impressing the fresh meat.

Sagittarius
At this stage of your life, you would do
well to listen to your mother. I think she
worries about you, Sagittarius. So do her
a favour and call her! Tell her all about
your significant others. The entire seven
of them! “One for every day of the week”,
you’ll say. Mamma will be oh so very
proud.
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IT’S TIME TO EXPORT
IMPORT RESTRICTIONS
AustinWenke

JUST BEEN TO THE QUT BOOKSHOP OR THE GUILD SECOND HAND
BOOKSTORE AND YOUR WALLET HAS TAKEN A HIT?
You’re probably all wondering why
those endless pages of words, numbers
and diagrams that you probably won’t
use cost you so much.
The short answer is really quite simple:
Parallel Import Restrictions.
Essentially, the Federal Government
continues to outlaw importations of
cheaper textbooks that are printed
overseas, which in turn, allows
multinational book publishers to price
discriminate. This ultimately forces you
to hand over more cash for your books.
As students we are one of the groups
that are heavily discriminated against by
these restrictions, because our campus
bookstores can’t source cheaper
versions from overseas. This often adds
up to 30% to the cost of textbooks for all
students.The annual $281 tax on being a
student coupled with these unfair trade
restrictions is driving up the day to day
costs of university.
A Productivity Commission released
in 2009 concluded that import
restrictions place upward pressure on
book prices and that the price effect is
substantial, particularly for academic
and reference books – the books we use
as students!

After the release of the productivity
commission report in 2009 which was
in favour of the abolition of PIRs on
books, there was some heated debate in
the Federal Parliament.
The Gillard Labor Government that was
in office at the time ultimately rejected
the report. This means that these tough
restrictions remain. Then Minister
for Small Business Craig Emerson
stated that the decision was made to
protect the publishing sector from a
growing online market and that if books
cannot be sold at a competitive price
consumers can opt for online sales and
e-books.
Those who profit most from these
trade restrictions are multinational
corporations with Australian
subsidiaries. They choose to invest in
our market because this protectionist
royalty scheme still exists, and they
stand to make a handsome profit
as a result. These corporations use
the protected Australian market to
artificially segment themselves from
the world market, gauging royalties
that ultimately should be passed on as
savings to consumers like us.
Perhaps the most common argument in
favour of PIRs is the claim that authors
would be worse off in a less restricted
market. You will be pleased to know that
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in Australia copyright royalties are paid
on both locally produced and imported
books, so there would be no loss or
negative impact on our local authors.
It is time for our Government to stop
propping up multinational companies
and Aussie publishing houses through
this outdated protectionist royalty
scheme. They are the only beneficiaries
of these trade restrictions amongst
many losers, including bookstores,
retailers and of course, students.

DUMMIE’S CLIFF NOTES TO GAMSAT
Tim Borlace

LET ME EXPLAIN, THIS ARTICLE WILL ALSO SERVE AS A VERY BASIC
“THIS IS WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW TO NOT COMPLETELY BALLS UP
THE GAMSAT, BUT I MAKE NO GUARANTEES” OUTLINE, SO LISTEN UP.
I’ve been a student for the majority of my adult life. One of
the side effects of this has been the opportunity (or curse,
depending on how you look at things) to sit the GAMSAT
exam on more than one occasion. For anyone who’s reading
this and has no idea what the hell I am on about, GAMSAT
is the Graduate Medical School Admissions Test, one
quintessential requirement for anyone willing to sacrifice
the rest of their life to pursue the route to helping people
and being paid heinous amounts of money as a Doctor. It also
has a somewhat folkloric reputation regarding it’s difficulty,
where students have been known to break down during the
test or leave at lunch time and not return for the last section.

sections themselves generally will provide you with the
information required to complete them, except with some
of the chemistry questions where prior knowledge is highly
advantageous. I can’t stress enough that knowing organic
chem will help you. Really really help you.
Section 1: Reasoning in humanities is a lot of reading, but if
you possess decent reasoning skills and can apply them you
should be fine.
Section 2: Written communication is all about knowing your
essays. You’ll have an argumentative and an anecdotal style
essay to write. Know the structure and have in your mind a
basic outline of what you want to convey. To let you in on a
little secret, you aren’t limited to using the stimulus material,
you can throw in your own quotes from people you can relate
to the specific topic. You can even make up quotes, numbers,
studies or anything else you feel sounds good to add to your
argument. I’m sure there would be a limit to this i.e. According
to Sullivan et al the earth is actually flat… But use your
discretion to best utilise quotes, real or fake, throughout.

I’ve fared relatively well in the past. Not top score material,
but well enough to get in somewhere. When I tell people
I’ve sat GAMSAT, their response generally falls into one of 2
categories:
1. Why the f*** would you bother to pay for an exam that isn’t
really a good indication of whether you’ll be a good Med
student/Doctor?
2. Is it hard?
Number one is an easy enough question to respond to
considering there isn’t really a choice, you want to get in? Pay
your money, sit the test and hope that you’ve done enough
to be considered for the next round. I usually find 2 more
difficult to garner a realistic response to but it’s usually the
same answer every time; “Sort of.”

Section 3: Biological and Physical Sciences is basically just
grade 12 biology, physics, organic and physical chemistry.
If you have decent knowledge of these you can reason out
the correct answer based on the information provided.
Make sure you’re wary of the tables and graphs provided, as
sometimes they’ll be added in but have absolutely no use in
the question whatsoever. Don’t think Acer are above adding in
useless s*** to make it harder for you, after all they are making
$500 off each person who sits GAMSAT every year. The less
you get right the more likely it is you’ll be anteing up that cash
year after year.

Let me explain, this article will also serve as a very basic “This
is what you need to know to not completely balls up the
GAMSAT, but I make no guarantees” outline, so listen up.
Putting it simply, the questions aren’t that hard. The
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SO, TO SUM UP THE “GAMSAT IS
SORT OF HARD” ANSWER, THIS IS
WHAT I’D SAY.

Now, the hard part: Time Management. It is supposed to be
very difficult/almost impossible to complete the tasks with
the allotted time.
Section 1: 10 minutes perusal, then 75 questions in 100
minutes

The questions aren’t hard if you have a solid knowledge of
your grade 12 science (especially organic chem), you’re a fast
reader with a decent ability to apply complex reasoning to a
variety of topics in literature or science and you can plan and
write an essay of decent quality fast.
If you’re bad at time management, haven’t really done too
much reviewing of the questioning style or have a half decent
prior knowledge with science, or you suck at writing essays
you’re gonna have a bad time.

Section 2: 5 minutes perusal, then 2 well written essays based
on stimulus material in 60 minutes
Section 3: 10 minutes perusal, then 110 questions in 170
minutes
When you factor in the time it takes to read some of the more
content heavy questions, it seems pretty clear that they
want you to feel the pressure of trying to finish on time, with
enough correct answers to get a good score. There’s also no
break between sections 1 and 2, so in the morning session
you’ll be sitting for 175 minutes getting your arse handed to
you. There’s an hour for lunch, then you’re back to getting
caned for another 170 minutes.

Actually that’s a lie, if you sign yourself up of almost 6 hours
of assessment in a single day, the results of which could
potentially make or break your entire future, regardless of
how prepared you are you’re probably gonna have a bad time.
With that said all the best to those of you sitting this March,
I hope some of this can help even in the slightest. See you
there.

What I’ve found in the past is that you need to be familiar
with the style of questioning and the answers that you’ll be
provided with. There’s a lot of “Which is the most correct?”
style of questioning. I’ve always felt that providing us with
more than one correct answer but expecting us to know
which one is “more correct” is a massive ‘Suck it bitch’ for an
assessment, but hey that’s just me. Once you look over some
of the sample material it should start becoming apparent to
you that there is a “more ideal” answer that they look for, and
you can adjust your style accordingly. The other thing I like
to do is choose some of the wordier questions to read during
the perusal time. If you can get through 2 or 3 of these in 10
minutes it’s easier to run through the short questions during
assessment time. I’d say make sure you use the perusal time
to answer questions. This is extra time so make the most of
it, because by the end you’ll need it.
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A MODEL STUDENTS’
GUIDE TO PROCRASTINATION
ZohebWagner

ARE YOU AN A-GRADE STUDENT? DO YOU FIND THAT YOUR
CONSTANT NEED TO STUDY HOLDS YOU BACK FROM YOUR
FRIENDS? OR DOES YOUR NEED TO COMPLETE ASSIGNMENTS
IN A TIMELY AND MANAGED FASHION MAKE YOU THE PARIAH
AMONGST YOUR GROUP?
IF YOU’VE FELT YOURSELF BEING HELD BACK BY RESPONSIBLE
STUDY HABITS, DO NOT FEAR ANY LONGER. WITH THIS SIMPLE
GUIDE, YOU’LL BE ON YOUR WAY TO PROCRASTINATING LIKE THE
REST OF US IN NO TIME!

KICK BACK

television shows, which have the potential for long-term
binging.

For those unfamiliar with procrastination, there are some key
things to keep in mind. Forget time-management. If you feel
the urge to work on something due weeks - entire weeks –
away, just stop and take a breath, because from now on, you’ll
be doing anything other than working. Are you ready? This
stage is where you kick back. Where you kick those effective
study habits, and start your journey to becoming like the rest
of us.

To get you started, we’re going to list a few shows. They vary
in terms of genre and subject matter, but they’re part of the
procrastination holy grail. If you haven’t heard of any of these,
then it is truly lucky that you found this guide: The Walking
Dead, the story of a group of survivors trying to stay alive in
a zombie infested world; Game of Thrones, the fantasy epic
fuelled by blood, gore, and countless contenders vying for
control of a kingdom; and Supernatural, which follows two
brothers and their sinister supernatural adventures. But of
course you’ve heard of those before. If not, just nod anyway.

The forms of procrastination are limitless, but for the most
part, there are three choice go-to time-wasters. These
include: the social medias (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
etc.), TV shows and/or movies, and gaming.

You can certainly go old school and binge on Seinfeld, Six Feet
Under, or The Sopranos, but for the sake of urgency (and
bragging rights), you really want to keep up to date with the
latest. If you’re a Netflix user, you can literally binge an entire
series, without breaks. There are companies out there that
take procrastination seriously, and genuinely want to help you
succeed.

To begin with, we don’t suggest dropping studies entirely. Like
most bad habits, quitting does not work well when done cold
turkey. Instead, we suggest doing things in increments.
As a starter, social media works the best. The ability to quickly
jump on and off makes it the perfect platform for someone
with only a few loose minutes to spare.

AND LET THE LAST MINUTE RUSH
SET IN

To begin, inject your study or assignment sessions with
regular 5-10 minute Facebook (or any social media) breaks.
If you’re finding the need to return to productivity too
strong, set alarms, or plan strictly for regular breaks. Once
you’ve gotten into the flow of break-taking, reduce the time
be-tween breaks, and increase the time spent on break. For
those that need to incorporate this into their study plan, we
understand; breaking the habit can be tough.

Hopefully you’ve gotten through this guide, and are now not
even a little closer to having anything productive done. If
you’re at the point where an assignment or exam is just a mere
day away and you haven’t done anything substantial, then
congrats, you have successfully gone through what it’s like to
be a regular student.
If you’ve stumbled and fallen, do not fear. Kick back again, and
try and relax. It’s not always easy, but we know you can make
it.

RELAX

Once you’ve gotten into a regular habit of injecting your
productivity with social media breaks, try moving onto the
next step. While social media can be a choice method of
procrastination solely in itself, we heavyweights prefer to mix
in extra time-killers, to really prevent any guilt from befalling
us.

But if you have made it, and are now truly freaking out, then
congratulations. The bragging rights are now within your
reach. Yes, you are now way too pressed for time, but at least
you’re no longer‘that person’. Gone will be the model student
stigma.

To this end, TV shows, movies, and gaming work a charm.
While gaming tends to be a more niche area, MOBA’s
(multiplayer online battle arena games) have gained
increasing popularity over re-cent years. Try Defense of the
Ancients (DOTA), or League of Legends (LoL), either of which
will be sure to have you killing hours with complete abandon.
Players spend hours every day engaged in competitive (yes,
competitive) gameplay. Know what this means? You can
procrastinate while actually working towards a somewhat
achievable and seemingly productive end goal. The best part
is that it’s a potentially endless cycle. Had a terrible game?
Play another, you’ll do better. Had a great game? Keep going,
because you’re on a roll. Really, it’s a self-repeating option,
and one that actually feels like you’re being productive.
But for those of us without the mad skills, there’s always the
safest, and least frustrating option: TV shows and movies.
Since movies are generally self-contained, we’ll focus on

Of course, to put what you’ve learnt back to good use, do
not begin work. What, you say? Yes, do not start working. Put
what you’ve learnt back to use, and tell people about your
stress. Share with your friends just how little time you have,
and how much work left to do. Do you feel that? This feel-ing
washing over you is one of acceptance. You are now no longer
an outsider, a pariah. Now, you have a place to truly belong.
You are now a normal student. You are now one of us.
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